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T his   program is made possible with Reach Grant Funds, a  Decentrali zation Regrant program of the Genesee - Orleans  Regional Arts Council.  
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From the Desk of Town Supervisor Donald Cunningham


Town News …Memorial Day parades, warmer weather and winding down of the school year usher in plans for outdoor activities and summer fun. Take some time this year to visit the past at the Harford Barn and Livery, hike to the unique area of Drews Nature Center, or take a tour of the Bergen Swamp. Enjoy a walk through the parks or a canoe trip down black creek. Whatever you do I hope everyone has an enjoyable summer season and takes advantage of the resources right here in Bergen.  


Bergen is part of the America’s Best Communities competition!


Earlier this year Bergen supported the Town of Le Roy’s application in this competition and that application is one of fifty across the nation that has been selected to advance to the quarter finals. Bergen is fortunate to be part of this process as it is a $10 million initiative to stimulate economic revitalization in small towns and cities. As a quarter finalists, $50,000 will be awarded to further develop and implement a strategy to accelerate the local economy and improve quality of life in our area. Details will be unfolding in some upcoming meetings and we will be working closely with the Town of Le Roy and the GCEDC to develop a plan that fits our area.  Leroy and the other selected quarter finalists can be found at the website:


� HYPERLINK "https://americasbestcommunities.com/meet-the-communities/" �https://americasbestcommunities.com/meet-the-communities/� You can also connect to the program via Facebook, Twitter and other social media.  Check it out and help support Leroy and Bergen in this nationwide competition.





Bergen Park Festival 2015


The annual Park Festival is coming June 13th and is always fun for all. Check the details in this newsletter and DON’T MISS IT!


A thankless job… BUT A JOB WELL DONE!


The Assessor for the town, Anne Sapienza, is retiring her post at the end of June. Her role didn’t usually come with a pat on the back and expressions of gratitude, but I can tell you that Anne fulfilled this duty with great experience, dignity, and diligence. I can also tell you that Anne kept herself up to date with training and worked at maintaining the town at a 100% equalization rate to avoid huge fluctuations in assessment values. Anne’s experience conditioned her for training others in the field and her knowledge and thoroughness positions her as one of the best in the state. Anne provided her farewell in the last newsletter where she recalled almost 30 years of service and Bergen has been very fortunate to have Anne filling this appointment for so long. She’ll be missed and we wish her all the best in her life beyond the Assessor’s office. 


Thanks Anne for the fantastic job you’ve done! 











“In accordance with Federal Law and U.S.D.A policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-or call (800)795-3272 (Voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”
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Library hours 


             Sunday and Monday – Closed


                Tuesday          10-12 and 2-8


	  Wednesday   10-12 and 2-8


                 Thursday       10-12 and 2-8


                 Friday            10-6


                 Saturday       10-1	


Closed:   Saturday June 13th for Park Festival


 Saturday July 4th for Independence Day 


Saturday September 5th for Labor Day


														


Open up new worlds- read new authors, try a new recipe book, or get lost in a movie!  Check us out on the web at � HYPERLINK "http://www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org" ��www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org�. There are databases, Librarian 24/7, TumbleBook Library-e-books for Kids, NOVEL list-a readers advisory, Zinio- digital magazines, Overdrive –e-books and downloadable audio books and Freegal-digital music are available to you with a valid Library card!    The Library also has a coupon exchange available to patrons!  Just bring in your valid coupons you don’t use and look for ones you can use.  The Library has Wi-Fi available as well as three patron computers with printing.  


Friends of the Library book sale will be at the Bergen Park Festival on June 13th.  There are audio books, movies, children’s books and many bestselling authors.  Help support the Friends of the Library!!!  The Library will be closed on June 13th so stop by the tent at the Park Fest!  The Library will be hosting Kelley’s Hero’s Marching Band at the Bergen Park Festival on June 14th in the parade and right after the parade with a field show not to be missed!  Mr. Scribbles will be at the Library tent from 1pm- 3 pm.  Stop by to see what he can create from your scribble and visit the book sale too!


The Library is looking for responsible kids age 11 years old and older to help volunteer during the summer reading program.  Stop by and pick up an application now before the end of the school year!  You can win prizes for volunteering and get a first look at all the new books and DVDs!!!  Beat the heat in our air conditioned Library and sign up with a friend to join the fun! 


Summer is coming!!  So is the summer reading program- “Every Hero has a Story!”  The kick-off will be Tuesday June 23st at 2:00pm with Dave Ruck’s Family Fun Show!  The summer reading programs are set up for children 3 years old and up to read and win prizes!  Having your children read throughout the summer will help keep up their reading skills for school in the fall. Reading to your preschool child will help them succeed in school. 


If you are not able to make the Kick-off event- stop in any time after June 23rd to sign up!  Throughout the summer we will be having special story times, science fun, crafts, animal visits, and movie days.  For a complete schedule of events check us out on the web at � HYPERLINK "http://www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org" ��www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org� and friend us on Facebook or stop by to pick up a schedule. Lots of fun activities you won’t want to miss! 


The Library has preschool story time at 10:30am starting Friday July 10th to August 14th.  We will be exploring sound, color, and animals! Join the fun this summer with your young children!  There’s magic in every book!


The Library is planning on offering a Red Cross Babysitting course.  If you are interesting, please call the Library to sign up.  You must be at least 11 years old to be certified.  


Join us at the Byron Heritage Fest on Saturday July 25that 7:30 the Library will be hosting along with Byron Heritage Festival the band, Savage Cabbage! Come join the fun and see old friends! 


(continued)


														








The new Bergen Directory is now


Available for $5.00 at the following


Locations:  Bergen Town Hall, Village of Bergen, Carol’s Coiffures,


 Sullivan Agency, Ralph & Rosie’s,


Rose Garden Bowl and the Gillam-


Grant Community Center.  The Directory will also be available at the Bergen Park Festival main tent.
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Come check out our newest books the web at � HYPERLINK "http://www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org" ��www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org� to reserve your copy!   We also have a great selection of adult and children’s audio books that are great to listen to while you are driving to your vacation destination!


The Library has copy /fax service for a small cost, Roadrunner Internet, and interlibrary loans from any library in the NIOGA Library system.  If you can’t find it at our Library, please ask or check us out on the web at byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org! Stop in soon!  For more information on our services or programs, please call the Library at 494-1120.  


Happy Reading--  Nancy Bailey





The Byron-Bergen Public Library is pleased to announce that its annual fundraising event,


 Barley & Books, will be held Saturday, September 19th at the home of Brian and April Stone in Bergen.





During the past five years this event has raised close to $31,000 for much-needed updates to the library’s facilities and technology, as well as provide additional programming for our community. With these funds the library has been able to replace outdated tables and chairs, brighten the space with new curtains and fresh paint and upgrade computer software to provide better service for our community.  





Opportunities for sponsorship are still available; donations of auction items are still being accepted. Tickets are $20 pre-sale and $25 the day of the event, available at the library during regular hours. For up-to-date information visit the Library Fundraising page: Annual Byron Bergen Public Library Fundraising Event





Historian News by Thomas Tiefel                        





Well, it’s hard to believe that we are almost at the half way point for 2015! Park Festival is right around the corner, and the Harford Barn & Livery is open for the summer season. I wish to thank those who came to tour the museum during our Memorial Day weekend season kickoff. It was a “close call” I must say with getting the thousands of artifacts that were temporarily stored in the exhibit area put into their respective places. Many long, hot, and dusty hours were put in by volunteers to the former Stone Church Museum collection in unpacking and putting away. During the inventory process, we stumbled upon additional artifacts that are relative to our existing exhibits. Those items have been since added and they will provide a little something new to see. There are now 2 additional display cases that are currently “under construction” that will hold even more great little artifacts of Bergen’s bygone era! We look forward to a visit from you to come and take a trip back in time. The museum will be open most weekends from 2-4pm and 10am-2pm Saturday June 13th during the Annual Park Festival. If you have an organization or group that would like a private tour, don't hesitate to contact me directly to schedule an appointment. As always, the Historian’s office is located at 15 S. Lake Ave and if you have any questions or need assistance in research, call me at 494-0080 and I will be happy to assist you.


�


Notes From the Village Historian - Raymond MacConnell


There are (4) four lectures now available to any organization or school class for presentation.  


1. Harford House and Miss Potter


2. Bergen's "Little Stinkers" a study of outhouse sites in the village.


3. 50 South Lake Street meets" Mirage". Joseph Santens, Taxidermist


4. Maretta's Doll & Toy Museum, 1958-1965





If you are interested in experiencing a presentation please contact the Village Office (585)494-1513 or email me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:roch.bergen@yahoo.com" \t "_blank" �roch.bergen@yahoo.com� Bergen Historical Society has placed 2 "game board signs in the library parking lot on the red barn, east of the lot. They are 4' by 4', Circa 1900. Original size was 24" by 24".  The Society meets the first Thursday of Sept through December and April and May.. Wonderful speakers are planned for each meeting.      


                  		





	THE 26th ANNUAL BERGEN PARK FESTIVAL


FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2015


SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2015


EVENTS SCHEDULE 





“SMALL TOWN USA”


    FRIDAY – JUNE 12th       5:00 – 6:30 pm    Fish Fry sponsored by the Masonic Temple 


    				with Chef Jim MacConnell and the Bergen Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary


$10.00       Presale tickets available at the Village and Town offices


All Proceeds to benefit our Parks


	 SATURDAY – JUNE 13th	


	11:00 am	  3rd Annual Doug Susat Memorial Car Cruise In - Enjoy the cars until 3:00pm  


			Craft Vendors 						Blinko


	Book Sale---Byron-Bergen Public Library			Sticky Wall – New This year!!!


	Food Vendors – all day and evening 			Kids Games – School of the Arts Craft Booth


	Bounce House						Photo Booth by Julia McCormick Photography


			Pony Rides						Petting Zoo


									


BOSSY BINGO IS BACK!!!!!  Sponsored by the Bergen Grange


12:00 noon -Parade down Lake Ave. 


(Please contact Michele Smith parade Chair to participate 494-1121 ext. 21)


Parade Marshal – Former Town Clerk Myrna List





	 Following parade - Kelly’s Heroes   Sponsored by the Byron-Bergen Public Library 																		12:30 pm – 3:00pm 	Mr. Scribbles  In the Library Booth


	12:30 pm – 			Renaissance & Medieval Demonstration


	12:30 – 2:30 pm		Pony Rides & Petting Zoo


	  1:00 – 3:00 pm		New this year!!!  DISC GOLF DEMO  Come try it out!


     	  2:00 pm				BERGEN IDOL CONTEST


							Sponsored by Triple-O Mechanical


							DJ – Chris Scibani


-tt


	  


	  


	  3:00pm	Bergen Idol Contest 


			 Sponsored by Triple-O Mechanical


			DJ – Chris Scibani






































              


4:00 pm-	Chicken B’BQue – sponsored by the Sands Family and Friends


						All Proceeds to benefit our Parks


                   			$10.00           Serving 4:00pm – 5:30pm


           	


Sackett-


6:00 -10:00pm     Band – Blue Jimmy 


				Fun entertainment for the whole Family!


   					Sponsored by Bonduelle USA, Inc.





 				  FIREWORKS AT 10PM	


			


			


			    


This day is sponsored by the Bergen Business and Civic Association






































        Our sincerest thank you to all of the volunteers that make it so special!


				


					


												





           The Bergen Park Festival continues as an event to bring          	our community together with any profits going back 		          to Village & Town Parks
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Hunting Licenses  will be going on sale August 17th, DMP’s are on a lottery first come first serve basis as in the past  $10 for 2.  Fishing Licenses now run a year from the date of purchase and are available for $25.





Dog License News:  I hate to “hound” you, but if your dog’s license renewal is due or past due, please take care of it 


so we don’t have to send you a reminder notice or eventually a court appearance ticket.  If new to the area please transfer your dog with the Town of Bergen.  If there is a problem getting an appointment for a rabies vaccination, etc., please call me 494-1121 x 21; if after hours leave a message on my voicemail anytime day or night.





ANTI-RABIES CLINICS:  Dog, Cat and Ferret Vaccinations are free to Genesee County residents.  A $5.00 voluntary donation per dog, cat or ferret, is requested to offset expenses.  Non-County residents must pay a mandatory $5.00 fee for each dog, cat and ferret immunized.  Each animal must be accompanied by someone who can control it.


August 20th – Genesee County Fairgrounds     5031 E. Main St., Batavia 4:00 – 7:00 pm





Office Closing										           Office Hours	


June 13th – Park Festival							Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday


July 4th – Independence Day				            		                         8:00 am – Noon & 1:00 – 4:00


September 5th & 7th – Labor Day Weekend   	                   			                  Saturday 9:00 am - noon


						                        				          Closed on Thursday


			                                  Bergen Community Wide Garage Sale


 Saturday, June 27th 9:00 am – 3:00 pm


Stop in the Village Office to sign up.


A $5 participation fee is required to cover promotional costs.


                                                               Deadline for listing on the map is Friday, June 12th �


Report from the Comprehensive Plan Committee


We are almost done with the first phase of the community input portion of the Comprehensive Plan update.  The surveys have been received and we are very pleased with the response. We received 423 replies which is considered a good response. The finding from the surveys are being processed now. 


We have had four community meetings, and the community participation has been gratifying. The committee has gathered valuable information at each meeting that will aid us in the updating of our Comprehensive Plan. The last scheduled community meeting will be held on July 13th, at 7:00 at the Methodist Church on Lake Ave. The topic for this meeting is Business and Industrial Development; Transportation and Utilities. As usual, all Bergen residents are invited to this meeting, but we are particularly looking forward to hearing from Bergen Businesses about their vision for the future of Bergen.


The second phase of community input will start when we have a draft of the actual revised Comprehensive Plan. When this phase begins we will again post the information online, in the Town & Village Newsletters, and on posters around the community.  The committee would like to thank all who have participated in our meetings; your input has been invaluable.
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				          Summer Transfer Station Hours


				Wednesdays 5:00 – 7:00 pm July 8th – August 26th





�
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TOWN OF BERGEN


10 HUNTER STREET


BERGEN, NY 14416


bergenny.org








Please do your animals and the other guests a favor, and leave your pets home. Thank you.





Schedule is subject to change.
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	      HARFORD BARN 


 	     Open to the public 	


                  10:00 am – 2:00 pm


	         Behind Library





�
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Whenever there is a discussion about government, how much citizens are paying in taxes to the various


 levels of government will invariably come up.  Obviously, this is a topic of much interest and mostly out 


of the purview of the county government because the cost of county government is a small percent of the total 


cost of government.  But that should not stop county officials and residents from taking actions to minimize the amount county government must raise through taxes.  Residents should realize they can take actions to enhance the county revenues without raising taxes or costing them more.





The most significant is sales tax.  The county and local municipalities depend heavily on sales tax receipts.  Because our county is fortunate to have two thruway rest stops and two major truck stops, the revenue from gasoline sales tax can be as high as 20% of the total sales tax revenue.  With the price of gasoline lower than past years, sales tax revenue has fallen.  However, some of the lost sales tax revenue can be made up if Genesee County residents purchase their gas and other items within the county.  


Another option that residents have to help the county increase revenue is using county facilities to renew vehicle and boat registrations as well as driver licenses.  As discussed in the past, when the county processes licenses or registration renewals, the state reimburses the county and the revenue offsets property taxes.  To have the county process your renewal, you can stop in at the auto bureau, mail your renewal to the County Clerk’s Office in Batavia, or just drop your renewal into one of the county’s auto bureau drop boxes.  Drop boxes located outside the auto bureau on Court Street in Batavia, in front of the town office in Leroy, and the one most convenient for many District 2 residents, in front of the village office in the heart of downtown Bergen at the corner of Rt. 19 (Lake St) and Buffalo St.  Using these options costs the residents nothing, but helps to increase county revenue.  


The Public Services Committee meeting in May was held at the Genesee County Park & Forest in Bethany.  What a beautiful park.  The DeWitt Park on Cedar St. in Batavia is unique and is continually being upgraded.  This summer, take the time to stop at these two parks and enjoy what they have to offer.  Paul Osborn and his staff work hard keeping them up and we should all be appreciative of their efforts.  Enjoy the summer!  I hope to see you at the various town festivals.  





Sewing With Purpose


The First Presbyterian Church of Bergen invites you to join us one evening a month to learn to sew or advance your skills; share tips and techniques with others; and help to create simple clothing to donate to orphans. We generally meet on the last Thursday of the month in the church's Fellowship Hall at 38 South Lake Ave. Join the fun and receive the blessing of helping others as we give a blessing to young children. There is no registration or fee to attend. Please bring your own sewing machine and supplies. Led by Jon Rissinger. (questions? Call the church office at 494-1251) Ages 16 to adult


The rest of this year's schedule is as follows:


Start time is 6:30 pm


May 28 - Learn how to make "Britches for Boys" - short pants made from gently used t-shirts for orphaned boys which will be donated and distributed through missionaries. They take them to orphanages, churches and schools in remote villages in Africa. (this coincides with what we recently did - "Pillowcase Dresses for Girls")


June 25 - Let's Learn Bindings - Make your own bias bindings, why and how�July 30 - Let's Learn Seams - Many different constructions.�August 27 - Making Button Holes - "How to" even without buttonhole options on your machine�September 24 - Install a Zipper - Simple, hidden, big and small�October 29 - Make a Reversible Hand Bag - Easy to create�November 19 - Learn To Read a Pattern - Simplifying pattern instructions.�December 10 - Finishing Your Christmas Gifts
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