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From the Desk of County Legislator Robert Bausch								         Page 3       





The County Legislature has a variety of projects in progress at any given time. The following is an update of


 some of the most significant projects currently before the legislature.  Many of these have been discussed in


 previous newsletters.





The nursing home sale is still pending final state approval. The state has approved part of the project, but is still reviewing the domiciliary care service.   Hopefully the review process and sale will be completed by year end.  The county continues to lose money on the nursing home, so the sale cannot come quickly enough.


The county water agency purchases a significant amount of water from Monroe County and this contract requires an update.  The biggest issue is increasing the capacity on the east side of the county where there is limited excess capacity.  Another issue is on the west side of the county where the water comes from Erie County and the cost is significantly higher.   Also, there is an additional need for water at the STAMP project in the Town of Alabama.  


The county sales tax agreement with the City of Batavia, the towns and villages expires next year.  Currently, the 4% county sales tax is shared with the county retaining 50%, the city receiving 16% and the towns and villages splitting the remaining 34%.  Sharing county sales tax with other municipalities is a unique arrangement. A committee has been established and is meeting to determine the best formula for all municipalities.  Maintenance of all 384 bridges and culverts in the county that exceed 5 feet in length, including some on state highways, is the county’s responsibility.  Many are significantly past their normal life expectancy.  A study was performed earlier this year to determine the status of each and develop a plan to replace or upgrade them.  The study recommended that the county budget a minimum of $3 million dollars per year to begin addressing the problem and to stay current.  The legislature is taking this issue very seriously because it affects the lives of all county residents on a daily basis.   


The county’s new emergency notification app, Ready Genesee, is now up and running and has been used to instantly notify county residents of a number of emergencies this summer.  If you have not signed up yet, please do so.  Information is available throughout the county, including at the libraries, to assist you in enrolling. As always, if you have a concern, please contact me at your convenience. 


Notes From the Village Historian - Raymond MacConnell


Billy Burns, barber, lived 1870-1936. He lived at 22 Clinton St.


This excerpt is taken from the writings of Paul L.Carpenter, retired minister from Newton, Kansas, who grew-up in Bergen 1907-1919.  These are his memories of Bergen residents, and who lived where in the village.  He wrote a 21 page report on his return to Bergen in August 20-25, 1962 for Bergen's Sesqui-Centennial.  


    "Oh, yes, on the other side of the street (East Lake St.) I forgot Billy Burns, the barber.  I went to him faithfully.  He always promised every boy and girl who came into his shop a Shetland pony, but we always settled for a piece of candy.  My mother used to tell a story about Billy's father. He was born into slavery and operated a combination shoe repair and barber shop in Bergen."


    I recently found the Burns family headstone in Mt. Rest Cemetery about half way up the hill on the left driveway. On the front is the name "BURNS" and on the back Emma 1845-1935, William E. 1841-1918, William E. 1870-1936 and finally Edith 1881-1964. The map over my desk has "Miss Burns living at 16 Clinton St. where the Wilson family later lived and 22 Clinton for W.E. Burns where Andrew Keller later lived.


    As a child at play in my back yard, I remember it being wash day for my mom who had sheets hanging on the line, drying.  Through the fence-less back yards I saw a lady walking towards our yard. She looked like a "city lady", wearing hat, gloves, and purse, too. As she approached she greeted me and then spotted mom and greeted her warmly.  Mom said, "Well, it's Edith Burns, how nice to see you, again" Edith explained she was visiting the Wilson's and she walked along what was known as "Lover's Lane" to see some old friends. It was actually a short-cut to downtown through backyards.  Edith's land had backed-up to my grandmother's house at 19 Lake St. and Edith asked about grandma, who had passed away recently.  My grandmother took-in roomers, and teachers often came to her home for lunch.  Edith joined them for lunch many times since she did not enjoy cooking. Edith and mom sat on our back patio and had a glass of iced tea in the warm summer sun.  They both were full of stories of the "good old days" in Bergen.  Mom asked me to cut some roses from our bushes for Miss Burns to take to the Wilson's. I wrapped them in moist paper for her walk back to Clinton St.  Who would have known that some 60 years later I would find their family headstone and after much thought recalled the name of Edith Burns from our meeting in the 1950's.  And so it goes... 						        





            





























  	








Town clerk news by Michele M Smith         								             Page 7									


	  					HUNTING LICENSES ARE ON SALE 


		         A portion of all sales of NYS Hunting and Fishing Licenses purchased in the Town of 


Bergen stays in the Town of Bergen, so purchase your licenses at the Town Clerk’s office           during regular business hours.  If you purchased a lifetime license you can pick up your free DMP permits.  DMP permits are available until October 1st 2/$10 with the purchase of a 2016-2017 hunting license.   Extra DMP’s will be available starting Tuesday, November 1st on a 	first come first serve basis  also 2/$10 or free if first set was already purchased.  


DOG LICENSES


		           ALL DOGS, four months of age or older need to be licensed along with proof of rabies 


		           vaccination and  neutering or spaying, if applicable, must be presented at the time of licensing.


		           Dog licenses are due yearly from the date of licensing, if your dog’s license renewal is due or


		           past due, please take care of it so we don’t have to send you a reminder notice or eventually 


		           a court appearance ticket.  Please take care of any overdue or unlicensed dogs as soon as 


		           possible.  Renewals can always be mailed in as long as there is updated rabies information sent along 		          with payment.  If your dog has died or you no longer own it please let me know so I can take it


		           out of the system.





							ANTI-RABIES CLINICS


		          Each dog, cat and ferret must be accompanied by someone who can control it.  Vaccinations 


		          are free for Genesee County residents but a $5.00 voluntary donation per animal is requested 


		          to offset clinic expenses.  Non-county residents must pay a mandatory $5.00 fee per animal 


		          immunized:


			September 15th – Pembroke Highway Garage 1145 Main Rd. (Rt.5) 4:00 – 7:00 PM 


			     October 20th – Leroy Village Highway Garage 58 North Street   4:00 – 7:00 PM


			


   Town Clerk Office Closings								Town Clerk Hours


  September 3rd & 5th Labor Day Weekend				          Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday


  October 10th – Columbus Day			                                  	                8:00 AM – Noon & 1:00 – 4:00 PM


  November 11th – Veteran’s Day					                          Saturday 9:00 AM – Noon


									                           	   Closed on Thursday	


	        	           			         


ATTENTION SNOW BIRDS


If you are leaving town for the winter please leave your winter address with the Town Clerk/Tax Collector to mail your Town & County Tax Bill to avoid any late fees.   All Tax Bills are mailed on December 31st and are due by January 31st without penalty.


Michele Smith, Town Clerk/Tax Collector


494-1121 Ext. 21


			   	    




















Around Town by Supervisor Donald Cunningham


Town News …


A little about Tax Cap, Tax Freeze, and State Mandates


Property tax reform for the state has been a talked about topic for many years. Legislation to help initiate some reform took place in 2011 and commonly became known as the 2% Property Tax Cap. This legislation was directed towards local governing bodies but was proposed as the threshold to mandate relief. Many legislators went along with this belief, but mandate relief still hasn't come. The latest evolution is now the Tax Freeze, and again its directed at local governing bodies to show efficiency efforts with plans of consolidation or shared services that will result in annual tax levy reductions of at least 1%. Again, no mandate relief or effort at the state level. It all sounds good on the surface, but the ongoing push directed to the local level is severely misguided. Local governing bodies have promoted and participated in shared service and efficiency plans for years, but interestingly the state refuses to recognize any plans already in place. Bergen and other local bodies will continue to look at efforts and plans for improved efficiency, but the legislation proposed by the state contradict any need for growth, development, or unforeseen major repairs and upgrades. A new special district, need for infrastructure development, rising costs related to economic conditions (labor, fuel, utilities, etc), or addressing a major building repair, will play against Tax Freeze requirements. It’s frustrating to watch the ongoing shell game of the state to divert responsibility for tax relief to the local level, which seems to only impose more mandates for compliance, provides no relief, and keeps the focus off of Albany. Entering into this year's budget process cycle the trend continues with the tax cap aiming at .6%, much closer to zero than 2.0%. The Association of Towns declares that it signifies the dire need for edits to the tax cap structure. Through the budget process the town board will always make the needs of the town a priority and work hard to develop a conservative budget to fulfill those needs.





									








Improvements planned for Robins Brook Park & Drews Nature Center. …						


The town has been awarded a grant to make improvements at some of our recreational sites. The Parks Committee and Town Board have identified several features to enhance these areas which include pavilions, benches, trails, and other benefits to encourage activity at these locations. This project is in the early stages and will be under development over the course of the next year or two.											(Continued)


“In accordance with Federal Law and U.S.D.A policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-or call (800)795-3272 (Voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”


		
































 








													               


																										











Transfer Station News from Mike Johnson								   		  Page 4


The end of summer is now upon us and so are the summer hours for the Transfer Station.  Regular hours are Saturday’s from 9am-3pm. I have been asked about the usage, so here is a report that we do for the county.
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This year’s summer reading program “On your Mark –Get Set -Read” was a success!!! Over 220 children participated by reading more than 1820 books!  This year we had a Teen/Adult reading program too! Over 42 people participated and read over 216 books!!  The Basket winner was Robin Day! 


Thank you to all our junior volunteers! Our junior volunteers gave up 180 hours to help with our summer reading program!  They won fun prizes every week – tickets from Seabreeze, Sky Zone, Lasertron, and Darien Lake Amusement Park.  


 We couldn’t have done it without your help! Thank you for your continued support of our summer reading program: Demo’s Truck Parts, Greg’ry’s Bakery, Liberty Pumps, Harris Wilcox Inc., Seabreeze Amusement Park, Tops Friendly Markets of Leroy, Lift Bridge Bookstore of Brockport, Target of Batavia, Wal-Mart of Brockport, Rochester Museum and Science Center, Sky Zone Trampoline Park, Lasertron, Darien Lake Amusement Park, and Batavia Muckdogs.  Without the generous donations of these merchants, our summer reading program wouldn’t be possible.


Congratulations to Dayanara Caballero on winning the Friends of the Library Christopher and Victoria Claus Memorial Award. She won the $50 award for writing a book review on a book she enjoyed reading this summer. Dayanara will also get her name put on a plaque in the Library.  Honorable Mentions were Kendall Phillips and Fiona Burke.  They each received $25 awards.  Thank you, Laurie Claus for presenting the awards this year. 


Library hours are:


Tuesday 10-12 & 2-8


Wednesday 10-12 & 2-8


Thursday 10-12 & 2-8


Friday 10-6


Saturday 10-1


													


The winners of the Art and Writing Olympiad were as follows:


Gold- Natalee Shepard for a painting


Silver-Kendall Phillips for Poetry


Bronze- Nathanael Brew for a colored pencil drawing


Thank you for participating in our mini Olympics this summer! 





Discover us on the web at � HYPERLINK "http://www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org" ��www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org� , FaceBook and Twitter too!  We have Zinio –digital magazines, Overdrive digital audio and e-books, and Hoopla – digital music-movies-books-audio.  All this is FREE with your valid Library card anytime you have access to the Internet.  


Our Book Discussion Group will begin meeting on September 8th to discuss the book  Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand  by Helen Simonson.  This group meets the 2nd Thursday each month: October 13th, November10th, and December 8th.   Come join the fun!  








(Continued)
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Pre-school story time will run Fridays at 10:30am starting on September 16th. Join Miss Veronica for a story, craft and a treat! This is recommended for ages 2-5 but younger children are welcome with their parents/guardian.  Registration is appreciated.  


Saturday Morning Movie on October 22nd at 10:30am.  Come enjoy “Alice through the Looking Glass” on the Big Screen! It is rated PG for the whole family! Enjoy a treat and drink too!  Registration appreciated —


October 25th is our Spooky but fun- Halloween story time at 6:30pm.  Dress up in costume and join us for a story or two, craft and tasty treat!  Registration is appreciated.  


Movies on the Big Screen-- November 11th at 2:00pm.  Come watch the movie with your favorite Soldier or Military person!  The movie will be determined. Enjoy a treat and drink too! Registration appreciated —


 November 15th will be stories of Thanksgiving with Miss Makayla at 6:30pm.  After a story or two, there will be a craft, and a fun snack!  Registration is recommended. 


The Library will be closed November 24th – 26th for the Thanksgiving Holiday.  Have a Great Thanksgiving! 


If you don’t find what you are looking for at the Library, we can order it for you from the NIOGA Library System.  The website is � HYPERLINK "http://www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org" ��www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org� and click on catalog to see if our system has the book you are looking for. You then can order online, call the Library at 494-1120 or stop in with your request. 


The Library has copy /fax service for a small cost, Roadrunner Internet on three computers, Wi-Fi and interlibrary loans from any Library in the NIOGA Library system.  Check us out on the web at � HYPERLINK "http://www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org" ��www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org� or stop in and we will assist you!  You can also friend us on Facebook to keep up with the latest events. We are also on Twitter too- @byrbg.   For more information on our services or programs, please call the library at 494-1120.  


Happy Reading-


Nancy Bailey


Library Manager
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 The 2016 Drought and Water Shortage…


This summer has been one of the driest on record, and though we've always had a fair amount of interest in public water, the  conditions this year have escalated concerns of those on private wells that are experiencing shortages or outage of water  supply. Many have been forced to seek water supply elsewhere and haul water or contract delivery for residential use. The  town is conducting income surveys throughout the areas that are not currently serviced by public water to determine eligibility  for grants and / or preferred funding for public water development and we encourage everyone who receives a survey to  return it as instructed. This data will be important information for any areas interested in a district. 

















From the Assessor’s office…Rhonda Saulsbury


Don’t forget to register for the STAR credit.


Why you should register:


The Basic and Enhanced STAR benefits save most New York homeowners hundreds of dollars. If you’re eligible, you’ll receive a check for the amount of your STAR savings.


Who should register?


You should register for STAR if you:


bought your home after the 2015 STAR application deadline;


never applied for the STAR benefit on your primary residence; or


received a letter advising you to register for Basic STAR.


Note: You do not need to register for STAR if you are already receiving a STAR exemption and purchased your current home prior to May 1, 2014.


How to register:


When you register for the STAR credit, the Tax Department will automatically review your application to determine whether you are eligible for the Basic or Enhanced STAR benefit amount.


Complete your registration online—in minutes. You'll need to:


Provide the names and social security numbers for all owners of the property and their spouses.


Answer a few questions about the income and residency of the owners and their spouses.


Provide the date you purchased your property and the name of the sellers.


Go to:  https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/star/star-exemption-program.htm


Property owners without access to a computer can register by phone weekdays from 8:30am to 4:30pm (518-457-2036).
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Free Household Hazardous Waste/Pharmaceutical Collection


				When:     Saturday, September 17th


				Where:    Batavia, NY 


				Time:        9:00 am – 2:00 pm


  		       Open to residents in Genesee, Livingston and Wyoming Counties


APPOINTSMENTS REQUIRED!


Call:  585-815-7906 or 800-836-1154








			        Election Day Tuesday, November 8th


			     (District 1 & 2 at the Town Hall 6:00 am – 9:00 pm)


			Voter Registration and absentee ballot forms 			                    available at the Town Clerk’s Office


‘ 





�
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The Byron-Bergen Library Fundraising Committee will be holding its annual fundraiser:


Barley & Books 


Location:  Pringle residence 6683 W. Sweden Rd. 


Saturday, September 17th  


2pm to 5pm


Tickets are $20 presale and $25 at door 


Live auction of fantastic items donated by local restaurants and individuals


Beer and wine tastings


Tickets available at the Library, Bergen Town Hall or contact a committee member- Rich & Sue Pringle, Mike and Maura Shaffer, Mallorie Higgins, Kristen Wilcox, Kelly Hallenbeck.
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 GLOW Region Annual Recycling and Solid Waste Report 


For Municipal Programs and Businesses 


Covering Period: January 1 – December 31, 2015 


Please record tonnage in the column below the county you are reporting for. Reporter �
Town of Bergen 


585-494-1362 �
Contact & Title �
Mike Johnson –Highway Supt. / 


Solid Waste Coordinator �
�
Email �
highwaysup@bergenny.org �
County Reporting For: �
Genesee �
�
Gen �
Liv �
Wyo �
�
Recyclables �
Weight (in tons) �
Facilities Recyclables are Sent To: �
�
Total Glass Containers (Clear, Amber, Green) / MIXED PLASTICS �
�
Newsprint �
�
Corrugated Cardboard �
9.34 �
EASCO Brokerage Co. Corfu,NY. �
�
Office Paper �
�
Mixed Paper �
35.7 �
Krenhafen Farms – Churchville,NY. �
�
Plastic #1 (PET) �
�
Plastic #2 (HDPE) �
�
Plastic Grocery Bags �
�
Mixed Plastic Containers �
�
Other (please specify) Drums, etc. �
�
Metal/Tin Cans �
2.26 �
EASCO Brokerage Co. –Corfu,NY �
�
Aluminum �
�
White Goods (appliances) �
�
Scrap Metal �
13.08 �
EASCO Brokerage �
�
Other Metals (Drums, etc) �
�
Other Metals (Brass, Copper, etc) �
�
Commingled Recyclables/Containers �
�
Single-Stream Collection �
13.71 �
Waste Management NY. �
�
Other Recovered �
�
Electronics �
1.82 �
ARC-Batavia / Sunnking –Brockport NY. �
�
Yard Waste �
�
Waste Tires �
�
Waste Oil �
110 gal �
Village of Bergen DPW. 


Kaiser-Wilcox Inc. �
�
Wood Pallets, wood boxes, gaylords �
�
Wood Waste �
�
C&D (recycled/recovered) �
�
Other (please specify), Food Waste, etc. �
�
Solid Waste �
Landfill/Incinerator Solid Waste Sent To: Mill Seat Landfill /Riga,NY.(Mon.Co.) �
�
Refuse/Garbage/Solid Waste �
115 �
Waste Management NY. �
�
C & D (landfilled) �
28.03 �
Waste Management NY. �
�
For more information, call: �
RECYCLING! �
�
(585) 815-7906 �
Feels Great…Less Filling… �
�
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Assessor Hours:


13 S. Lake Ave.


Wednesdays 10 – 12 & 1-3


494-1484 x1 


Appointments: 343-1729 x207


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rsaulsbury@townofbatavia.com" �rsaulsbury@townofbatavia.com�
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