JUNE 12, 2018     BERGEN TOWN BOARD   REGULAR MEETING

The Bergen Town Board convened in a regular session at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall with Supervisor Haywood presiding.

PRESENT:




             ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Ernest Haywood



Michele M. Smith, Town Clerk

Councilman Mark Anderson



Mike Johnson, Highway Superintendant

Councilwoman Belinda Grant





Councilwoman Anne Sapienza




Councilman James Starowitz

Open Public Hearing for Cold War Veterans Exemption at 7:00 pm with a motion by Councilwoman Grant; seconded by Councilwoman Sapienza and it carried by a vote 5-0.   Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion at 7:30 to close the Public Hearing; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 5-0. 
OTHER ATTENDEES:

Paul Chatfield

Mark Gerhardy

Tim Donovan


PRAYER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Chatfield Engineer merger with MRB Group   Paul Chatfield discussed the merger will take effect June 29th.
Mark Gerhardy  questioned the petition process for the proposed Water District #4 and why the petition was rejected that was turned in on  April 11th,  breaking out districts saves money, questioning how water units per property are decided.

MINUTES:  Councilwoman Sapienza   made a motion to approve the minutes of May 8, 2018; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and carried by a vote 4-0. Councilman Starowitz abstained    Councilman Anderson  made a motion to approve the minutes of May 22, 2018; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and carried by a vote 3-0.  Supervisor Haywood and Councilwoman Sapienza abstained
COMMUNICATIONS:

Supervisor’s Report for May 2018
Revenue/Appropriation Analysis Report

Town Clerk’s May Report 

CEO/ZEO May Report

Letter to residents of the Town regarding water sampling and well survey

Copy of Public Notice published in the Daily News regarding Intent to File an Application to USDA for Water District #4
Request from Sleds of Stafford – Land owner Permission for 2018-19 season

Letter from Charter Communications regarding upcoming changes – MAVTV HD added
Letter of Agreement with Labella for water sampling

Letter from Chatfield Engineers regarding announcement of merging with MRB Group

Letter from Chatfield Engineers re: Consent to Assign Chatfield Engineers, P.C. contacts to MRB Group

Town to Apply for USDA Rural Development Funding for proposed Water District #4

Draft Local Law re: residency requirements for Deputy Highway Superintendent, Deputy Town Clerk and Assessor

Proposed  Local Law #2-2018 Establishing  a Nine Month Moratorium Installation of Commercial Solar Energy Systems or farms
Professional Services Agreement/ Scope of Work for Grant Services from LeBella for the Library Improvement SAM grant

REPORTS:

SUPERVISOR: Letters sent out for water sampling for proposed Water District #4; did not disperse a petition for the proposed water district; Flag and proclamation presented during memorial dedication on June 9th will be put in the Town Hall Show case; Library grant awarded.
TOWN CLERK:  GCEDC holding a Public Hearing for J-Rental at the Town Hall on June 26th at 4:00 pm; Multi municipal grant for Document management but the town does have a server V2D will put a quote together. 
ZEO/CEO  ISO low ranking effects home owners insurance, codes have changed, board suggested to go forward.  Zoning Board Chair wants more notice of Planning board actions. NYSERDA Solar meeting update
HIGHWAY/SOLID WASTE:  Oil and Stone work done on Pocock, Swamp, Connelly and Maple; surprise PESH inspection with a few violations; County has no record of Deputy Highway Superintendent position on file.   Councilman Starowitz made a motion to create the Deputy Highway Superintendent position; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and carried by a vote 5-0. 
TOWN CLERK’S MAY 2018 REPORT:  Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to file the Town Clerk’s May 2018 reports; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 5-0. 
SUPERVISOR REPORT  Councilwoman Grant made a motion to file the May 2018 Supervisors Report; seconded by Councilwoman  Sapienza and it carried by a vote 5-0.
COMMITEES:
BUILDING COMMITTEE: Gutters on the barn need to be cleaned, Mike will check with the Village Electric to help.
Parks/Transfer Station  discussion on rate increase to $5 per bag, suggested to close the transfer station at the end of the year before moving it due to cost.  Councilman Starowitz made a motion to increase the refuse bags to $5 a bag beginning July 1, 2018; seconded by Councilman Anderson and it carried by a vote 5-0.  Report from Brittany Hernon from UB about increase of slender false Brome at Drews Nature Center, direction in where to place the boot brush station.
Local History & Museum:  Flat screen TV in the Historian building with a slide presentation
Policies & Personnel:  Nothing to report
Village/Town:  the village is in the process of updating emergency plan books
OLD BUSINESS:

Proposed Water District #4  update on activities for submission of application to USDA Rural Development for proposed district;  expenditure of up to $900 for Genesee County Health Dept. for the cost of water sampling of resident wells in the proposed district area – approved by all board members via email on 3/31/18; Authorization for the supervisor to execute a proposal for services from Labella to coordinate water sampling for the proposed water district in the amount of $1,220 – approved by board members via email on 5/31/18.
Solar Exemption  Discussion on potential proposed nine month moratorium on applications, approvals and /or construction or installation of commercial Solar Systems and or Solar Farms.  Councilman Starowitz, Planning Board member Andrew Fink volunteered to be on the Solar Energy Committee.
Investment Policy  Nothing to report
Sample Residency Local Law to remove residency requirement for positions of Deputy Highway Superintendent, Deputy Town Clerk and Assessor – tabled for review
Cold War Veterans Exemption   Councilwoman Sapienza offered Resolution #14-2018 to approve Local Law #1-2018 Amending Local Law #1-2008 A Local Law to extend the Real Property Tax Exemption for Cold War Veterans; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 5-0.
TOWN OF BERGEN RESOLUTION #14-2018

A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND LOCAL LAW #1-2008, EXTENDING

THE EXEMPTION PERIOD FOR CERTAIN BENEFITS UNDER

SECTION 458-b OF THE REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW AUTHORIZING

AN ALTERNATIVE TAX EXEMPTION FOR COLD WAR VETERANS

WHEREAS, on September 29th, 2008, the Bergen Town Board adopted Local Law #1- 2008, granting a certain partial real property tax exemption to Cold War Veteran property owners, pursuant to Section 458-b of the Real Property Tax Law, for the ten year period allowed by said Section, and
WHEREAS, in 2017, the New York Legislature amended section 458-b(2)(c)(iii) to allow town to adopt a Local Law to grant or extend this exemption as long as a Cold War Veteran real property owner qualifies, without regard to such ten year limitation.  Now, therefore, 
BE IT ENACTED by the Bergen Town Board as follows:
SECTION 1: EXEMPTION EXTENSION


That Section 3 of Local Law #1- 2008 is amended by adding a subparagraph as follows: 

c. Pursuant to subsection 2(c)(iii) of §458-b of the NYS Real Property Tax Law, the exemption authorized shall apply to qualifying owners of qualifying real property for as long as they remain qualifying owners, without regard to such ten year limitation.

SECTION 2: EFFECTIVE DATE


This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its filing with the Secretary of State and shall be applicable to all assessment rolls prepared on after the effective date of this Local Law.

NEW BUSINESS:  
Chatfield Engineers Merger with MRB Group  Councilman Anderson made a motion to authorize Supervisor Haywood to execute the Consent to Assign Chatfield Engineers, P.C. contracts to MRB Group Specifically the General Engineering Services agreement appointing as Town Engineer 1/1/2018, Contract for engineering/architectural services dated 3/12/18 for Park Improvements and Contract for Preliminary Engineering services for proposed Water District #4 dated 12/11/18 and resent 4/9/18; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 5-0.
Labella Associates Professional Services Agreement  Councilwoman  Sapienza made a motion to authorize the Supervisor to execute the Professional Services Agreement/ Scope of Work for Grant Services with Labella Associates for the Library Improvement SAM grant  in the amount of $2400.00; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 5-0.
Sleds of Stafford  Councilwoman Grant made a motion to approve the use of West Shore tracks by Sleds of Stafford; seconded by Councilman Anderson and it carried by a vote 5-0.
BILLS:  The bills were presented for audit and totaled General A Fund $50,275.38; General B Fund $6,297.27; Highway DB $86,975.37; PA-A $3551.11; PA-DB $3,831.52.  Councilwoman Grant made a motion to pay the June bills; seconded by Councilwoman Sapienza and it carried by a vote 5-0.
NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, June 26, 2018 at 7:00 pm in the Courtroom 

Tour of Town buildings, grounds and possible cemeteries 7/28/18 at 9:00 am

ADJOURNMENT:  Councilwoman Grant made a motion to adjourn at 8:17  pm; seconded by Councilwoman  Sapienza and carried by a vote 5-0.








Respectfully submitted,








Michele M. Smith








Michele M. Smith,








Town Clerk

