FEBRUARY 26, 2019     BERGEN TOWN BOARD
    REGULAR 2nd MEETING

The Bergen Town Board convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall with Supervisor Haywood presiding.

PRESENT:




             ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Ernest Haywood



Michele M. Smith, Town Clerk

Councilwoman Belinda Grant



Mike Johnson, Highway Superintendant

Councilwoman Anne Sapienza



Councilman James Starowitz
(arrived 7:02 pm)




Councilman Mark Anderson





PRAYER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Public Hearing Local Law #1-2019 proposed 9 month moratorium on commercial solar energy systems.  Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to open the public hearing on Local Law #1-2019 at 7:00 pm; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 4-0. Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to close Public Hearing on Local Law #1-2019 at  7:16; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 5-0.

Public Hearing Local Law #2-2019  proposed amendment to Zoning Code reducing square footage requirements of a structure requiring a building permit. Councilman Anderson made a motion to open the public hearing on Local Law #2-2019 at 7:16 pm; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 5-0. Councilman Starowitz made a motion to close Public Hearing on Local Law #2-2019 at  7:34  ; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 5-0.

MINUTES:  Councilwoman Grant made a motion to approve the February 12, 2019 minutes; seconded by Councilman Anderson and it carried by a vote 5-0.  
COMMUNICATIONS:

Mercy EMS report January 2019

Legal Notice and copy of proposed Local Law #1-2019 – moratorium on commercial solar

Legal Notice and copy of proposed Local Law #2-2019 – amendment to Zoning Code

Correspondence from Robert Bausch, County Legislature Chairman regarding Sales Tax

Copy of resolution regarding operating permit for property at 6471 W. Sweden Rd.

REPORTS:

SUPERVISOR: Albany SAM’s grant; meeting with Labella regarding MRB about parks; finalized water application; AUD under review
CLERK:  server was installed; setting up Sexual Harassment online training through BOND, training will be emailed in the next week with a of deadline August 31st.
HIGHWAY/SOLID WASTE:  no damage from weekend wind storm; working on transfer station reports; new truck 99% complete; working with Waste Management on contract expired August 2017 

COMMITEES:

BUILDINGS:  United Way Day of Caring – the board decided not to participate this year, the Fire Department will be asked if they need anything. 
PARKS:  met last Thursday with Chatfield, Labella, discovered in kind service doesn’t have to be reported to DASNY;  bid opening for Pavilion was Monday, February 25th with 9 bidders. 
LOCAL HISTORY AND MUSEUM:  Nothing to report

VILLAGE RELATIONS: Joint meeting March 12th at 6:30 pm
POLICY AND PERSONNEL: Nothing to report
CEMETERIES:  working on getting cemeteries in the Town’s name
OLD BUSINESS:  
Sales Tax Agreement:  GAM polling towns on position of agreement with a resolution – will be discussed at the Joint meeting with the Village to get their thoughts.
Water Benefit Improvement area #1 grant application under review with USDA
Solar Exemption/Compliance: discussion on local solar projects.  Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to start a Solar committee with 7 members (2 Town Board, 1 planning board, 1 Zoning Board, ZEO/CEO, 2 community members) with James Starowitz as Chair; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and carried by a vote 5-0.
Transfer Station: 1200 bags in stock, ordering more punch cards
Router replacement approval emergency request was made through email on February 15th to replace router quote of $579 Supervisor Haywood, Councilwomen Sapienza and Grant replied with approval.
NEW BUSINESS:
Robin Brook Park Pavilion bid  tabled for engineer review lowest bid qualifications 
Cabinet purchase for records retention of personnel records tabled
Local Law #1-2019  Councilman Anderson made a motion to approve Local Law #1-2019 for 9 month solar moratorium; seconded by Councilwoman Sapienza and it carried by a vote 5-0.
Local Law #2-2019 Councilman Starowitz made a motion to approve Local Law #2-2019 to amend  Zoning Code reducing square footage requirements of a structure requiring a building permit; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 5-0.
Resolution requiring operating permit for 6571 West Sweden Rd. for non-residential purpose  Councilman Anderson made a motion to approve Resolution # 6-2019 to issue an operating permit 6571 West Sweden Rd. for non residential purpose; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 5-0.
Resolution #6-2019
Non-Residential Use of property at 6571 West Sweden Road

Operating Permit

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bergen (the “Board”) has been advised that the property located at 6571 West Sweden Road, Bergen, New York (“the Property”) is presently being utilized for non-residential purposes; and


WHEREAS, it is further alleged upon information and belief that the property is being marketed and advertised as a “Haunted House”, and that tours/showings of the Property are occurring on an on-going basis for pecuniary gain (the “Non-Residential Use”);


WHEREAS, the Town of Bergen by and  through it Code Enforcement Officer has been unable to inspect the Property to ensure that the Non-Residential Use of the Property meets all applicable codes and regulations; and

WHEREAS, the alleged Non-Residential Use of the Property without a formal inspection by the Town of Bergen constitutes a substantial potential hazard to public safety;



The Town of Bergen Zoning Enforcement Officer shall require the owner/proprietor or other responsible party engaging in the Non-Residential Use at 6571 West Sweden Road, Bergen, New York to file an application for an Operating Permit in accordance with §256-10 of the Town of Bergen Code.
NEXT MEETING:  

Regular/Joint Meeting – Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 6:30 pm in the Courtroom with the audit of the bills at 6:15 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT was at 8:01 pm on a motion by Councilwoman Sapienza; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 5-0.








Respectfully submitted,








Michele M. Smith








Michele M. Smith,








Town Clerk

