May 14, 2019
         BERGEN TOWN BOARD
          REGULAR MEETING

The Bergen Town Board convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall with Supervisor Haywood presiding.

PRESENT:




            
ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Ernie Haywood           


Michele M. Smith, Town Clerk

Councilwoman
Anne Sapienza 



Mike Johnson, Highway Superintendent


Councilman Jim Starowitz



Joseph Nenni, Justice




Councilman Mark Anderson




Councilwoman Belinda Grant

PRAYER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Justice Nenni 4 jury trials coming up - June 10 & 11 which may affect the June 11th board meeting, a court constable not available for 1 day and may use another town’s court security.  Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to authorize the Justices to use court security from another Town; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 5-0.  EMS Chief Zack Czudak from Bergen Fire Dept. will be training on AED Thursday, May 16th at 1:45 pm for all that are interested.
MINUTES:  Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to approve the minutes of April 23, 2019; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and carried by a vote 5-0. 

COMMUNICATIONS:

Supervisors Report for April 2019

Summary Spreadsheets for April 2019

Town Clerk’s Report for April 2019

ZEO/CEO Report for April 2019

Proposal for Professional Services – MRB for Solar Energy Systems- Town Code

Correspondence from Charter Communications regarding upcoming changed

Proposed Town of Bergen – Fund Balance Policy 

Request from Bergen Business and Civic Association for Park Festival Donation

Request for funding for 2019 Picture Project by the Assessor

REPORTS:

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:  Attended Fireman’s banquet and presented resolutions to 3 firemen for their service; met with Dawn with USDA for documents; received a letter from the NYS Town Clerk’s Association at the 2019 Town Clerk’s Conference that Clerk Smith was awarded certification as Registered Municipal Clerk for professional competency in fulfilling the responsibilities of her office.

TOWN CLERK:  Deputy Clerk Aimee Maurer resigned on April 29th and appointed Teresa Whalin as Deputy Clerk as her replacement. V2D quote for Anti-Virus license is up for renewal for $524 for 10 computers.  Councilwoman Grant made a motion to approve the Anti-virus license renewal for $524; seconded by Councilman Anderson and it carried by a vote 5-0.
HIGHWAY/Transfer Station:  2019 CHIPS money confirmation of $49,376.90; Amendment B Severe winter $656.84; Transfer Station meeting with DEC scheduled for Thursday morning; Nine boxes of bags was received from Waste Zero.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORTS: Councilman Grant made a motion to file the Town Clerk’s April 2019 Report; seconded by Councilman Sapienza and it carried by a vote 5-0. 
SUPERVISORS REPORT Councilman Grant made a motion to file the April 2019 Supervisors Report; seconded by Councilman  Starowitz and it carried by a vote 5-0.
COMMITTEES: 

Buildings & Grounds and Cemeteries: Triple-O started maintenance started; Town Attorney is working on Local Law for cemeteries. SAMS Grant for Library has stalled
Parks:  update on pavilion at Robins Brook Park- still waiting and lack of communication between contractor and MRB with color selection for pavilion.
Local History & Museum:  met with Gina and Tom about communication issues; the security system will be looked at by Bill Downie from V2D.
Policy and Procedure: Supervisor Secretary Leisa Strabel continues working on Employee Handbook - Highway Superintendent and Clerk Smith will be reviewing by section.
Solar:  review proposal from MRB
OLD BUSINESS:

Water improvement Benefit Area #1:   USDA grant funding – met with Dawn Kuras about conditions for USDA agreement; discussion about agenda for May 28th information meeting. 
NEW BUSINESS:

May 28th meeting location Councilman Starowitz made a motion to change the May 28th meeting location to the Byron-Bergen School Auditorium for Water information meeting; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and carried by a vote 5-0.
Request of Bergen Park Festival Donation  Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to make a donation of $500 to Bergen Park Festival; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it  carried by a vote 5-0. 
Request for funding for 2019 Picture Project by the Assessor  Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to funding for the 2019 Picture Project included in the 2019 Budget; second by Councilman Starowitz and carried by a vote 5-0.
Proposal for Professional services from MRB for Solar Energy Systems Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to accept the proposal from MRB Group for Solar Energy System: Town Code Update; seconded by Councilman Starowitz carried by vote 5-0.
Float T-shirts ordering matching shirts for the Park Festival parade float

Proposed Fund Balance Policy  Councilwoman Sapienza offered Resolution#10-2019 to adopt the Fund Balance Policy; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 5-0.
RESOLUTION #10-2019

FUND BALANCE POLICY

WHEREAS,
the State of New York and the Governmental Accounting Standards Board has established by Statement No. 54, Fund Balance Reporting and Governmental Fund Type Definitions for fund balance reporting; and

WHEREAS,
reserve funds, essentially a legally authorized savings account for particular specific purposes, are an important component in the Town’s financial planning for specific expenses, future projects, acquisitions and other lawful purposes; and

WHEREAS,
the Town may establish and maintain fund balances in accordance with New York State laws, and the Town will also consider rules and/or opinions issued by the New York State Comptroller when they are not in conflict with the law; and

WHEREAS, 
the Supervisor has the authority to reclassify the existing Fund Balance Reserve accounts and establish new financial account numbers to conform with the new Town Reserve Fund Policy; and 

WHEREAS,
the Town Reserve Fund Policy shall read as follows:


In accordance with GASB Statement No. 54, the Town reserve funds must be properly established and maintained to promote the goals of creating an open, transparent and accountable use of public funds. The Town may engage independent experts and professionals, including but not limited to auditors, accountants and other financial and legal counsel as necessary to monitor reserve fund activity and prepare reports that may be required.


Government Fund Type Assignment (GASB 54)


The Town shall comply with the reporting requirements of Article 3 of General Municipal Law of the State of New York and the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement Number 54 Fund Balance Reporting and Governmental Fund Types Definitions.

A. Restricted Fund Balances – Restricted fund balances consist of amounts that are subject to externally enforceable legal purpose restrictions imposed by creditors, grantors, contributors, or laws and regulations of other governments; or through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation.

B. Committed Fund Balances – Committed fund balances consist of amounts that are subject to a purpose constraint imposed by a formal action of the Town Board.
C. Assigned Fund Balances – Assigned fund balances consist of amounts that are subject to a purpose constraint that represent an intended use established by the Town Board. Assigned funds represent amounts intended to be used for a specific purpose. Assigned fund balances require same level of authority to remove the constraint.

D. Unassigned Fund Balances – Amounts that are available for any purpose.

Spending Policy for Fund Balances

The Town Board and Town Supervisor will assess the current financial condition of the Town and then determine the order of application of expenditures to which fund balance classification will be charged.

Periodic Review

The Town Board and Town Supervisor will periodically review all restricted, committed, assigned and unassigned fund balances. The Board shall utilize the information to discuss reserve fund balances and to adequately maintain necessary funds for the Town’s long-term financial planning. The Board will be mindful of its role and responsibility as a fiduciary of public funds when acting on reserve fund issues.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

Sec. 1.
That the Town Board of the Town of Bergen adopts the Fund Balance Policy as submitted.

Sec. 2
That this resolution shall take effect immediately.
BILLS:  The bills were presented for audit and totaled General A Fund $47,897.05; General B Fund $3,884.70; Highway DB 

$30,201.62; Fire District $103,548.04;  PA-A $3,299.01;  PA-DB $4,366.91.  Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to pay the May bills; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 5-0.
REGULAR MEETING – Tuesday, May 28, 2019 at 7:00 pm at the Byron-Bergen School Auditorium –Water District meeting

ADJOURNMENT was at 7:50 pm on a motion by Councilwoman Grant; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and carried by a vote 5-0.
Respectfully submitted

Michele M. Smith

Michele M. Smith,









Town Clerk

