SEPTEMBER 11, 2019 JOINT MEETING OF THE VILLAGE OF BERGEN TRUSTEES AND BERGEN TOWN BOARD

The Bergen Town Board convened in a regular session at 6:30 pm in the Town Hall with Supervisor Haywood presiding.

PRESENT:




             ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Ernest Haywood



Teresa Whalin, Deputy Town Clerk

Councilwoman Belinda Grant



Mike Johnson, Highway Superintendant

Councilman James Starowitz



Dave Mason, ZEO/CEO
Councilman Mark Anderson

ABSENT:

Councilwoman Anne Sapienza







OTHER ATTENDEES:

Mayor Anna Marie Barclay



Robert Bausch








Deputy Mayor Kevin Donovan


Eric Wies

Trustee Vicky Almquist



Jim Pascarella



Trustee Emily VanEenwyk






Trustee Robert Fedele






PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

JOINT SESSION 
Bergen Fire Department Budget:  President Eric Wies gave an update:  Replacing 20 year old pumper truck.  Truck will be delivered in the Spring of 2020.  The replacement of trucks will go from every 20 years to 25 because of the stainless steel truck body.  Projects completed:  New Computers (mini server), LED lighting, replaced 25 year old air condition system, replaced AED’s, $52,000 raised for new hurst tools.  Floors cleaned for free by prisoners; Checking into replacing the key fob system; Membership- 52 active members, 18 life active members- Evaluating membership requirements for people that would like to help the dept. and not go on calls; applied for the Air-pack grant, if we get the grant it would lower the major equip. expense; Members have been doing maintenance work- painting and lighting; Insurance cost have decreased; Workers Compensation decreased $10,000, NY State cancer law was $2,500 less than last year, there is talk of the cancer insurance to include all members; Increased administrative fees by $6,000 and truck maintenance by $1,000; Looking into combining with the town to eliminate the ageing fuel tanks currently used.

Copy of the fire dept budget attached and explained 2020 budget request. 

DISCUSSION TOPICS:

Town Projects:  $250,000 in renovations for the library, handicap accessible bathrooms, entrance way, replace carpet.  Will be sent out to bid -The library would be closed during this time; In the process of the 2020 budget

Water district- USDA approved the 3 million grant, public hearing last week, goal is to be completed by 12/31/2021.

Solar panels- drafted a new law for the town- under 25 megawatts and over 25 megawatts-We have had interest by 4 companies.

Village Projects:   Main St. Grant.  5 businesses on main street are currently working with architect.  Each project has to go through the planning board.
Village has been updated with Led lighting

Sage Pavilion- won another award.  A grant was awarded for a new painting in the building and that has been completed.

June 1st village budget was completed

Village planning board is in the process of updating zoning laws

Legislator Robert Bausch:  Intersection of 19 & 33 Legislator Bausch talked about a round a bout.  A letter has been submitted to Assemblyman Stephen Hawley from the village and town Supervisor for a DOT study.  Letter attached.
The New Jail- in the process of state approval for the site.  55 to 60 million project with a 1 million dollar operating costs.  Bail reform- Jan.1, 2020 less people locked up an 1st offense.  Possible change- if sentenced 2 years, could stay in the county jail.  Currently most female inmates are released- no room currently to house them.

County Water- Phase 2 completed by next summer.  Phase 3 re-routing water.  Hemlock Lake not being used.  Two sources from Erie Co. and 2 from Monroe.

Budget Meeting- State Mandates


AIM funding


Bail re-form


DA’s office $200,000 budget coming in


Lead testing-health dept doing more testing more employees


County clerk will not give licenses to undocumented people.

SRO- student resource officer- fully implemented

Emergency Management- shortages of fire crews

VILLAGE/TOWN JOINT SESSION ADJOURNMENT at  7:32 pm. 

VILLAGE SESSION began at 7:40 pm Village Session ended at 7:50 pm.
REGULAR TOWN BOARD SESSION: began at 7:32 pm 
MINUTES:  Councilwoman Grant made a motion to approve the minutes of August 27, 2019; seconded by Councilman                Starowitz and carried by a vote 4 -0.     

COMMUNICATIONS:

Supervisor Report for August 2019

Summary Spreadsheets for August 2019
Town Clerk’s Report for August 2019
ZEO/CEO Report for August 2019   
Resignation Letter from John Lanphear as Court Constable

Fire Department 2020 Budget request

Supervisor correspondence with Assemblyman Hawley in regard to request a traffic study

REPORTS:

Supervisor:  reminder of budget workshop 9/14 at 9:00 am; 2020/21 $11,000 reduction in sales tax; surcharge on water –contacted state Comptroller.
Highway/Solid Waste:  Road salt will be ordered for the winter; road shoulders to be worked on next week.
ZEO/CEO:  update on reclassification of tax account 5855 W. Sweden Rd. as a non building lot
TOWN CLERK’S AUGUST REPORT:   Councilman Starowitz made a motion to file the Town Clerk’s August 2019 report; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 4 -0. 
SUPERVISOR AUGUST REPORT:   Councilman Grant made a motion to file the August 20189Supervisors Report; seconded by Councilman  Starowitz and it carried by a vote 4 -0.
COMMITEES:
Building Committee:  Library will pay $42,000 upfront for asbestos removal; grant money will go out to bid in December. 
Local History & Museum:  nothing to report
Policies & Personnel:  Employee Handbook reviewing section 5 & 6.
Parks: weed & feed done; rugby started at Robins Brook Park; requirements met for grant reimbursment
NEW BUSINESS:

Request for new computer equipment for Supervisor and ZEO/CEO to update to windows 10.  Councilman Grant             made a motion to approve purchase of computers and installation not to exceed $19,000; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 4-0.
Constable Resignation Councilman Starowitz made a motion to accept Constable John Lanphear’s resignation; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 4-0.
BILLS:  The bills were presented for audit and totaled General A Fund $23,735.32; General B Fund $2,883.59; Highway DB $3682.53; HC-$550.00; HD -$2,797.90; PA-A $3,820.72 and PA-DB $4,366.91.  Councilwoman Grant made a motion to pay the September bills; seconded by Councilman Anderson and it carried by a vote 4-0.
NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, September 24, 2019 at 7:00 pm in the Courtroom .
Budget Workshop   Saturday, September 14, 2019 at 9:00 am at the Town Hall
CLOSE TOWN SESSION:  Councilwoman Grant made a motion to close the Town Board Session at 7:50 pm; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and carried by a vote 4-0.








Respectfully submitted,








Teresa Whalin







Teresa Whalin,








Deputy Town Clerk

