MARCH 24, 2020     BERGEN TOWN BOARD
    REGULAR 2nd MEETING-TELECONFERENCE

The Bergen Town Board convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall with Supervisor Haywood presiding.

PRESENT:




             ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Ernest Haywood 



Michele M. Smith, Town Clerk
Councilwoman Anne Sapienza 


Mike Johnson, Highway Superintendent


Councilman James Starowitz



Rhonda Saulsbury, Assessor

Councilman Mark Anderson


ABSENT:

Councilwoman Belinda Grant

PRAYER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

MINUTES:  Councilman Anderson made a motion to approve the March 10, 2020 minutes; seconded by Councilwoman Sapienza and it carried by a vote 4-0.  
COMMUNICATIONS:

Supervisor Report for January 2020

Town of Bergen State of Emergency Declaration

Mercy EMS report for February 2020

Updated Investment Policy

Communication from Charter Communications

Information for NYS Association of Towns on COVID-19
Resolution and policy for the calling and cancelling of Town Board Meetings During Emergency
REPORTS:

SUPERVISOR:  State of Emergency Update – being prepared to make decisions working with State, County and local officials if the epidemic gets worse and being able to apply for FEMA funds if necessary.
Supervisor January 2020 Report Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to file the Supervisor’s January 2020 Report; seconded by Councilman Anderson and it carried by a vote 4-0. 
CLERK:  request to declare old laptop as surplus due to windows 10 upgrade.  Councilwoman Sapienza          made a motion to declare the Town Clerk laptop as surplus due to windows 10 upgrade; seconded by Councilman Anderson and it carried by a vote 4 -0
ZEO/CEO:  6558 N. Lake Rd letter being prepared to be sent to owner not in compliance with too many unregistered vehicles on property.
HIGHWAY/SOLID WASTE:  Nothing to report
COMMITEES:

BUILDINGS AND CEMETERIES:  update on Library Renovations - doors being installed and change orders
PARKS:  Nothing to report

LOCAL HISTORY AND MUSEUM:  Nothing to report
POLICY AND PERSONNEL: Nothing to report

OLD BUSINESS:  

Water Benefit Improvement area #1 – moving forward with project, bonding in scheduled for May.
NEW BUSINESS:

Response to COVID-19 – Office/Town Barns, State of Emergency – coordination with School/ Village/Town and County- buildings are closed to the public, highway crew off the week of March 23rd;  the library staff is working one person every other day to organize after renovation and empty book drop; the Town Clerk is in the office regular hours not open to public-possibly reducing hours after April 6th due to tax collecting; Assessor is working from home and discussed town wide assessment timeline and how to handle not meeting with the public. 
Resolution and adoption of policy amending Town Law 63 and 64 Authorizing the Supervisor to cancel or schedule board meetings in response to emergency.  Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to authorize Supervisor Haywood to cancel or schedule board meetings due to State of Emergency for COVID-19; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 4 -0
Amend investment policy – Councilman Sapienza made a motion to accept the amendment to the investment policy; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and carried by a vote 4-0.
NEXT MEETING:  

Regular – Tuesday, April 14, 2020 at 7:00 pm as Teleconference with the audit of the bills emailed on the 13th.
ADJOURNMENT was at 7:56 pm on a motion by Councilwoman Sapienza; seconded by Councilman    Anderson and carried by a vote 4-0.
Respectfully submitted,








Michele M. Smith








Michele M. Smith,








Town Clerk

