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Date:
October 12, 2020
Dear Water District Resident,

I am writing to provide you with the following information in regard to the status of the water project.

Project Description:
The project consists of the installation of approximately 164,000 linear feet (LF) of 8-12” diameter water main, valves, hydrants, water services and appurtenances, along various roads in the Town of Bergen. The proposed project will connect to existing water mains in the Town of Bergen and serve approximately 352 homes and businesses with public water.

The Town of Bergen has secured funding for the project from the USDA Rural Development (RD) in the form of a $3,058,000 grant and $5,900,000 low interest loan.

Breakdown of the Project/Contracts:
The Project will be broken down into two (2) contracts, generally split near the old railroad bed. Contract A will be the area generally north of the old railroad bed and Contract B will be the area generally south of the old railroad bed. Contract B includes three (3) CSX railroad crossings. The two (2) contracts will be bid approximately two weeks apart to allow contractors time to prepare a competitive bid for each contract.
Project Status:
Our engineering firm (the MRB Group) has completed the initial field work and mapping for the project, and has prepared and submitted the plans and specifications for the project to the numerous state and local agencies for their approval in order to obtain permits and approvals. These agencies include: NYS Department of Transportation, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, US Army Corp of Engineers, Genesee County Health Department, Genesee County Highway Department, CSX Railroad and USDA Rural Development.
Easements:
We are in the process of preparing the easement maps for approximately 35-40 locations. Typical easement locations are at fixed points such as creek crossings, culver and head walls, intersections, etc. If your property requires an easement, you will be initially contacted by a representative of the Town and a formal easement will be provided to you for your review and approval. It is crucial that we obtain ALL necessary easements before bidding.

Project Schedule:
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the review and approvals required from several state and county agencies has been delayed and subsequently the project has been delayed. Specifically, we had hoped to start construction by this December and be completed by June 2022. However, it is now anticipated construction will start in May of 2021 and be completed by September 2022. We anticipate portions of the project area will receive public water in late 2021, while some areas may be extended into mid-2022. Once the project bids have been received we will have a better handle on the Contractor’s schedule for completion of the project.

Hooking up to the new water system:
After the project has been bid, notification will be provided to each property owner regarding the project status, schedule and information regarding hooking up to the water system. There will be a series of in-person meetings for property owners to come in and sign up for a water service and ask any specific questions regarding hooking up and the responsibilities of the property owners. ONLY property owners who sign up for water services and pay the Monroe County Water Authority (MCWA) fees will be provided with a water service to their front property line.
Costs and Fees:
the Bergen Town Board has decided to place a reduced first-year debt service payment on the January 2021 Town tax bill of $322.16 for a property with a typical single-family home and $161.08 for a typical buildable vacant lot not in an Agricultural District and Ag Exempt. The anticipated second year and beyond debt service payment amount is estimated to be an average of $553.55 for a typical single-family home and $276.78 for a typical buildable vacant lot.
The current new account fee and initial meter rental fee for a typical single-family home from the MCWA is $240 due at the time the individual account is established, and is subject to change as their rates change.

Lateral Restrictions:
For those of you who have property in an Agricultural District, I want to be sure you are aware of the following. The NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets requires the prohibition of future hookups to the water system for non-agriculture uses on parcels within a state-certified Agricultural District. This is standard practice for Towns that receive public funds for water system expansions.

Lateral restrictions do not affect existing structures or new agricultural structures. The restrictions only apply to new non-agricultural structures that want to connect to water in the future. The property owner has the right to remove the property from the Agricultural District in order to connect a new non-agricultural structure to the water system. However, the landowner should consult with the NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets to learn what benefits the property owner might lose.

Can part of a parcel be developed and part left in the Agricultural District? Only whole parcels can be included in an Agricultural District. If a landowner wants to remove a portion of a parcel from the Agricultural District (for example, a few acres on which to build a house), a formal land separation must be undertaken. As the land separation process may take several months, landowners should plan accordingly.

If you have questions, please feel free to reach out to me by calling the office at 585-494-1121 extension 22 or by email at supervisor@bergenny.org.

Thank you,

Ernest Haywood, Supervisor
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