OCTOBER  27, 2020     BERGEN TOWN BOARD
    REGULAR 2nd MEETING

The Bergen Town Board convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. in the Courtroom with Supervisor Haywood presiding.

PRESENT:




             ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Ernest Haywood



Michele M. Smith, Town Clerk

Councilman Mark Anderson



Mike Johnson, Highway Superintendant
Councilwoman Belinda Grant





Councilwoman Anne Sapienza
ABSENT:

Councilman James Starowitz
OTHER ATTENDIES:

John Cole
Grace Gallivan

Linda Camelio
PRAYER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
Councilman Anderson made a motion to open the Public Hearing for Local Law #1-2020 to “Override the Tax Levy Limit Established in General Municipal Law Section 3-C for the Fiscal Year 2021 at 7:00 pm; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 4-0.   No Public Comments were made
Councilman Anderson made a motion to open the Public Hearing on the 2021 Fire Contract of $199,304.30 at 7:15 pm; seconded by Councilwoman Sapienza and it carried by vote 4-0.   No Public Comments were made
Councilwoman Grant made a motion to open the Public Hearing on the 2021 Town Budget at 7:30 pm; seconded by Councilman Anderson and it carried by a vote 4-0.  Grace Gallivan doesn’t want the library funding cut $20,000 the funds provide a large service to the town residents and wants the board to reconsider the decrease. Linda Camelio dittos Grace’s comments.
Councilman Anderson made a motion to close the Public Hearings on Local Law #1-2020, 2021 Fire Contract and 2021 Town Budget at 7:45; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 4-0.

Junkyard Permit John Cole and Linda Camelio approached the board questioning raising the fee for junkyard permits from $100 to $500.
MINUTES:  Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to approve the minutes of October 10, 2019 Budget Workshop minutes and Growth Factor minutes; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and carried by a vote 4 -0.  Councilmen Anderson abstained Councilman Anderson made a motion to approve the Town Board minutes of October 13, 2019; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and carried by a vote 3 -0.  Councilwoman Sapienza abstained
COMMUNICATIONS:

Supervisors Report for September 2020

Summary Spreadsheets for September 2020

Mercy EMS summary report for September 2020
Proposed increase to Town of Bergen Fee Schedule for Zoning 

Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club – Requesting permission to mark snowmobile trails on town property
Excelsior Energy Project – Notice of PILOT (Byron Solar Project)

Penne Vincent letter of interest in Alternate position on Zoning Board of Appeals

Proposed Resolution authorizing the Town of Bergen to maintain town cemeteries
REPORTS:

SUPERVISOR:  monthly meeting water District, cyber security webinar, met with Chris Jacobs representative, library budget bank account was reviewed with EFPR and the Library Board.
TOWN CLERK:  3900 transfer station bags remaining in inventory should last until the end of 2021- $20 Punch cards and receipt books needed 
HIGHWAY/SOLID WASTE:  setting up trucks for the winter, finishing roadside mowing, test holes for water district
COMMITEES:

BUILDINGS/CEMETERY: Councilwoman Grant made a motion to approve Resolution #15-2020 Authorizing Town of Bergen to Maintain Town Cemeteries; seconded by Councilman Anderson and it carried by a vote 4-0.
RESOLUTION #15-2020

AUTHORIZING TOWN OF BERGEN
TO MAINTAIN TOWN CEMETERIES


WHEREAS, the Town of Bergen has for several decades continuously maintained two cemeteries situated the in the Town known as the East Bergen Cemetery (Tax Account # 6-1-10)  and the North Bergen Cemetery (Tax Account # 9-1-39.2) collectively referred to as  (the “Cemeteries”) and 


WHEREAS, upon information and belief each Cemeteries was previously governed by an Association; consisting of members of the Town and 


WHEREAS, the Associations have ceased to function and have otherwise abandoned all oversight and control of the Cemeteries; and 


WHEREAS, the Town is desirous of ensuring that the Cemeteries are properly maintained for the benefit of the health safety and welfare of the residents of the Town of Bergen  


NOW, THEREFORE, the Town Board of the Town of Bergen in accordance with Town Law Section 291 resolves to formally assume dominion and control over the Cemeteries as follows:

1. All prior actions taken by the Town regarding the care and control, maintenance and operation of the Cemeteries are hereby ratified and approved in all respects;

2. The Town Board of the Town of Bergen shall take any additional steps to effectuate the formal vesting of the lands upon which the Cemeteries are situated to the Town of Bergen; and make any necessary repair/ improvements to the Cemeteries; 

3. Apply for any eligible grants or aide to assist the Town in the maintenance/repair of the Cemeteries. 

PARKS:  no contact from Stephanie Burke about her complaint about west shore and Drews Nature Center
LOCAL HISTORY AND MUSEUM: Nothing to report
POLICY AND PERSONNEL: Union Negotiations; pandemic policy
OLD BUSINESS:

Water Benefit Improvement Area #1 update– Town Highway crew is digging test holes; letter mailed to residents with update; EDU questioned by a resident.
NEW BUSINESS:
Zoning Fee Schedule   tabled for next meeting
Sleds of Stafford    Councilwoman Grant made a motion to approve the use of West Shore tracks by Sleds of Stafford; seconded by Councilwoman Sapienza and it carried by a vote 4-0. 
Zoning Board Alternate Appointment   Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to appoint Penne Vincent as a Alternate member to the Zoning Board of Appeals; seconded by Councilman Anderson and it carried by a vote 4-0.  
SUPERVISOR REPORT: Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to file the Supervisors September 2020 Report; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 4-0. 
Adoption of Local Law #1-2020   Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to adopt Local Law #1-2020 to Override the Tax Cap Limit; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 4-0.
LOCAL LAW # 1-2020

A LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED

IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW SECTION 3-C FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2021
Section 1.
Legislative Intent.

It is the intent of this Local Law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Town of Bergen, County of Genesee pursuant to General Municipal Law Section 3-c and to allow the Town of Bergen, County of Genesee to adopt a town budget for the fiscal year 2021 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law Section 3-c.

Section 2. 
Authority.

This Local Law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law Section 3-c, which expressly authorizes the Town Board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by vote of sixty percent (60%) of the Town Board.

Section 3. Tax Levy Limit Override.

The Town Board of the Town of Bergen, County of Genesee is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2021 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the limit specified in General Municipal Law Section 3-c.

Section 4. 
Severability.

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision or part of the Local Law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjusted by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined to its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation, or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered.

Section 5. 
Effective Date.

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.

Approve 2021 Fire Protection Contract Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to approve the 2021 Fire Contract of $199,304.30; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 4-0.
Adopt 2021 Town Budget Councilwoman Grant made a motion to adopt the preliminary budget as the Final 2021 Budget; seconded by Councilwoman Sapienza and it carried by a vote of 4-0.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Councilman Anderson made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss Union Negations at 7:48    pm; seconded by Councilwoman Sapienza and it carried by a vote4 -0. Councilman Sapienza   made a motion to exit Executive Session at 8:08 pm; seconded by Councilman Anderson and it carried by a vote 4-0.
NEXT MEETING:  

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, November 10, 2020 at 7:00 pm at Town Hall with audit of the bills at 6:45 pm

ADJOURNMENT was at 8:10 pm on a motion by Councilwoman Grant; seconded by Councilman  Anderson and it carried by a vote 4-0.








Respectfully submitted,








Michele M. Smith








Michele M. Smith,








Town Clerk

