FEBRUARY 23, 2021     BERGEN TOWN BOARD
    REGULAR 2nd MEETING

The Bergen Town Board convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall with Supervisor Haywood presiding.

PRESENT:




             ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Ernest Haywood



Michele M. Smith, Town Clerk

Councilwoman Belinda Grant



Mike Johnson, Highway Superintendent

Councilman Mark Anderson





Councilwoman Anne Sapienza



ABSENT:

Councilman James Starowitz


PRAYER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

MINUTES:  Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to approve the February 9, 2021 Town Board minutes; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 4-0.  
COMMUNICATIONS:

Mercy EMS report January 2021

Resolution for Cellular Telephone stipend for ZEO-CEO

Changes to Employee hand book regarding Cellular Telephone Stipend

Proposed Schedule of Fees for Zoning and Planning 

REPORTS:

SUPERVISOR:  GAM, request made of Assessor to challenge assessment equalization rate denied by state not enough data to support challenge. 

CLERK:  Unemployment ID Fraud with 2 current employees and one former employee
HIGHWAY/SOLID WASTE:  Nation Grid changing light to LED, busy with snow plowing.
COMMITEES:

BUILDINGS:  applying for grant for Historian building for siding or paint 

PARKS:   Nothing to report
LOCAL HISTORY AND MUSEUM:  Nothing to report

POLICY AND PERSONNEL: Nothing to report
OLD BUSINESS:  

Association of Towns Conference Councilwoman Sapienza gave an update on virtual conference
Water improvement Benefit Area #1:  easements, audit preparation, waiting final application with DEC, goal to go out to bid in April.
Proposal of building and zoning fees Councilwoman Sapienza offered Resolution #11 -2021 to adopt amended Building Permit Fee Schedule; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 4-0.
RESOLUTION #11 -2021

ADOPTION OF AMENDED BUILDING PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Town Board of the Town of Bergen hereby adopts the attached amended Building Fee Schedule effective March 1, 2021.

NEW BUSINESS:

Court is now going virtual   Justice Nenni requesting funds to purchase equipment to be able to go virtual. Councilwoman Grant made a motion to spend $1,500 on equipment to go virtual; second by Councilwoman Sapienza and carried by a vote 4-0.
Server upgrade Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to upgrade server for $260; seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried by a vote 4-0.
Resident complaint building permit was closed without final inspection
Resolution to approve changes to Employee Handbook regarding Cellular Telephone Stipend   Councilwoman Sapienza offered Resolution #12-2021 to approve changes to Employee Handbook regarding Cellular Telephone Stipend; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 4-0.
RESOLUTION # 12-2021

EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK CELLULAR TELEPHONE STIPEND CHANGES

NOW THEREFORE BE RESOLVED:

Sec. 1.
That the Town Board of the Town of Bergen amends the Employee Handbook Section 6 Cellular Telephone policy as:

Cellular Telephone
Employees in certain positions are issued Town cellular telephones so they may maintain contact with citizens and co-workers when they are out of the office on business.

Employees are encouraged to take appropriate safety precautions when using their cellular telephone. The use of handheld cellular telephones while driving is prohibited. Employees are expected to comply with applicable state laws regarding the use of cellular telephones. 

Employees are expected to demonstrate proper care of their cellular telephones. If you lose, break or damage your Town cellular telephone, report it to your Department Head at once. All cellular telephones issued by the Town must be returned upon leaving our Town or upon transferring to a position that does not require a Town cellular telephone.
The use of cellular telephones is not a work requirement for most employees.  If an employee whom the Board has determined should have a Town-issued cell phone requests, instead, a stipend for the use of the employee’s personal cell phone, the Town Board shall authorize by motion or resolution, a monthly stipend. The stipend should be reviewed annually and reauthorized at the annual organizational meeting.
Employees who accept the stipend for the use of their personal cell phones for Town business should be mindful that any text messages sent or received involving town business are subject to FOIL. In addition, the Town Board reserves the right to audit the employee’s cell phone records to ensure that the employee is actually using their personal cell phone for Town business. Each employee receiving a stipend for the use of their personal cell phone, shall sign an acknowledgement of understanding of these terms and conditions annually. Additionally, the Town shall follow IRS regulations in relation to the reporting of the stipend.

That this resolution shall take effect immediately.

Resolution for Cellular Telephone Stipend for ZEO/CEO   Councilwoman Sapienza offered Resolution #13 -2021 for $20 Cellular Telephone Stipend for ZEO-CEO; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 4-0.
RESOLUTION #13 -2021

CELLULAR TELEPHONE STIPEND for ZEO/CEO

NOW THEREFORE BE RESOLVED:

Sec. 1.
That the Town Board of the Town of Bergen authorizes the payment of a $20.00 monthly stipend for the use of personal cellphones for Town business in lieu of the issuance of a Town-owned cell phone to the Zoning and Code Enforcement Officer (ZEO-CE0)

Sec. 2.
That this stipend shall take effect beginning the month of February 2021.

Study Commissioned for Genesee County Legislature regarding Monroe County Water Authority have one retail rate for water   Supervisor Haywood wants to present a resolution to GAM opposing the issue
Councilman Anderson requested discussion on Senior Housing and Town investments   investment policy in place; Senior Housing: included in comprehensive plan – sewer capacity and electric are a concern, supervisor Haywood suggested Councilman Anderson join the housing committee through Genesee County.
NEXT MEETING:  

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 7:00 pm in the Courtroom with the audit of the bills at 6:45 pm
ADJOURNMENT was at 7:53 pm on a motion by Councilwoman Sapienza seconded by Councilman Anderson and it carried by a vote 4-0.








Respectfully submitted,








Michele M. Smith








Michele M. Smith,








Town Clerk

