March 9, 2021
         BERGEN TOWN BOARD
          REGULAR MEETING

The Bergen Town Board convened in a regular session at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall with Supervisor Haywood presiding.

PRESENT:




            
ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Ernie Haywood           


Michele M. Smith, Town Clerk

Councilwoman Belinda Grant



Mike Johnson, Highway Superintendent

Councilwoman
Anne Sapienza 




Councilman Jim Starowitz








Councilman Mark Anderson

PRAYER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

MINUTES:  Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to approve the minutes of February 23, 2021; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and carried by a vote 5-0.
COMMUNICATIONS:

Supervisor Report for February 2021

Summary Spreadsheet for February 2021

Town Clerk Report for February 2021

ZEO/CEO Report for February 2021

Request for removal of EDU charge for WIBA#1 for W. Sweden Rd. Tax ID #12.-1-30

Monthly Report from Town Engineer on WIBA#1

Capitalization of Fixed Assets resolution

Proposed resolutions regarding proposed MCWA Unified County Water Rate

Resolution to remove EDU charge for WIBA#1 for W. Sweden Rd. property #12.-1-30
REPORTS:

SUPERVISOR:  Charlie Cook expansion of Liberty Pumps; AUD was completed on time; Federal Stimulus $320,000 for Town includes the Village; solar battery storage law; county is looking into senior housing 
TOWN CLERK:  2700 transfer station bags remaining in inventory, 3164 were sold in 2020.
ZEO REPORT:  Clerk Smith reported that the applications for Manufactured Housing were filed in December need to be approved.
HIGHWAY:  taking down snow fence; LED half switched over; cleaning out old garage; CHIPS money restored.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORTS: Councilman Starowitz made a motion to file the Town Clerk’s February 2021 Report seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 5-0. 

SUERVISOR REPORT Councilman Sapienza made a motion to file the Supervisor’s February 2021 Report; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote 5-0.
COMMITTEES: 

Building and Grounds:  getting letters of support for grant for painting the Historian building
Parks:  Nothing to report 
Local History & Museum: Nothing to report
Policy and Personnel: preparing for Audit
OLD BUSINESS:

Water improvement Benefit Area #1:  working on easements; received DEC Permit
Proposed Resolution in opposition of County Wide Unified County Water Rate for customers in the currently defined Eastern and Western Genesee Retail Rate area of Genesee County.  Councilwoman Sapienza offered Resolution #14-2021 to authorize Supervisor to modify to reflect only the towns that approve the resolution in opposition of the Genesee County Legislature and the Monroe County Water Authorities (MCWA) consideration of an equalized uniform retail water rate for customers in the currently defined eastern and western Genesee retail rate areas of Genesee County; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 5 -0.
                              RESOLUTION #14-2021
OPPOSITION OF THE GENESEE COUNTY LEGISLATURE AND THE MONROE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITIES (MCWA) CONSIDERATION OF AN EQUALIZED UNIFORM RETAIL WATER RATE FOR CUSTOMERS IN THE CURRENTLY DEFINED EASTERN AND WESTERN GENESEE RETAIL RATE AREAS OF GENESEE COUNTY

WHEREAS the Genesee County Legislature, through resolution No. 95 Recommendation to Monroe County Water Authority to Study the Establishment of a County-Wide Retail Water Service Rate for Genesee County requested a Rate Equalization Study from the MCWA; and

WHEREAS the MCWA currently charges two different retail rates for Genesee County property owners within two differed Retail Rate Areas. The rate study only impacts those towns and village which are current customers of MCWA. One area is referred to as the Western Genesee Retail Rate, for the towns where MCWA water is purchased through a third party and includes the towns and associated village of Pembroke, Corfu and Darien and the Eastern Genesee Retail Rate. The second area is referred to as the Eastern Genesee Retail Rate area, where the MCWA provides water directly and does not have to purchase water from a third party and includes the towns of Bergen, Byron, Leroy, Stafford and Pavilion. 

WHEREAS the Central part of the county includes, Towns of Alabama, Oakfield, Elba, Batavia, Alexander, the Villages in those Towns and the City of Batavia are not included in this study;

WHEREAS the Monroe County Water Authority (MCWA) retained the Amawlak Consulting Group to prepare a Rate Consolidation Study for Genesee County retail customers; and
WHEREAS the MCWA has presented the outcomes of the Rate Consolidation Study in a report dated December 14, 2020, to the Genesee County Legislature; and 

WHEREAS the Water Rate Consolidation Study, requested by the Genesee County Legislature and commissioned by the MCWA, dated December 14th 2020 recommends the creation of one Genesee County- Wide retail rate as opposed to the existing two separate water retail rates; and 

WHEREAS the proposed recommended Genesee County-Wide retail  rate will result in the residents included in the currently defined Eastern Genesee Retail Rate area paying a disproportionately higher rate  ($.49  per 1000 gallons more than current rates) than the residents of the currently defined Western Genesee Retail Rate area and for which the residents of the Western Genesee Retail Rate area would pay a disproportionately lower rate ($.81 per gallons less than current rates) than the residents of the currently defined Eastern Genesee Retail Rate area;  and 

WHEREAS the proposed unified, one county-wide retail water rate; 

· does not appear to take into consideration future growth in water consumption for municipalities in the Eastern Retail Rate Area; 

·   is not based upon the cost of provision of the water to the retail customers in each of their respective service areas i.e. MCWA purchase of water from a third party to provide water to residents of the Western Genesee Retail Rate Area and uses their own water to provide water to residents of the Eastern Genesee Retail Rate Area;

·   is based upon the interest of the County Legislator, on behalf of the municipalities in the Western Genesee Retail Rate   Area, to have a lower rate and; 

·  does not include all municipalities in Genesee County; and
WHEREAS the proposed unified rate unfairly financially burdens, through a significant rate increase for Genesee County residents of five towns and associated villages and retail customers of the Eastern Genesee Retail Rate area for the financial benefit, through a significant reduction of current rates for Genesee County residents of three towns and associated villages and retail customers of the Western Retail Rate area;
NOW, BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Towns of Bergen, is in opposition of the proposed unified County –Wide one rate for Genesee County for the reasons as outlined in this resolution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Bergen, requests the Genesee County Legislature not promote a unified rate and the Monroe County Water Authority not establish a unified County-Wide one retail water rate 
that results in a financial burden for residents of the Towns of Bergen in order to provide a financial gain for residents of the Western Genesee Retail Rate area.  

NEW BUSINESS:
Request by Historian to purchase Past Perfect program Councilman Starowitz made a motion to approve Historian request to purchase Past Perfect inventory program for $370; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and carried by a vote 5-0.
Request to be remove WIBA#1 Dave Roggow is requesting to remove .5 EDU off 12.-1-30 because of wet lands not farmable or buildable due to wetlands DEC report. 
Resolution to remove EDU’s from WIBA#1   Councilwoman Sapienza offered Resolution #-2021 to make EDU change to WIBA#1 retroactive to the formation of the Water District with 12.-1-30 removed; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and carried by vote 5-0.

RESOLUTION #15-2021
ADOPTION OF WIBA #1 EDU CHANGE
 RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Bergen that the following EDU change will be made to the WIBA #1 Water District retroactive to the Formation of the Water District:

Tax ID                        Address                                  Initial EDU                   Proposed EDU               

12.-1-30                     West Sweden Road                      .5  


    0- non buildable lot           
FURTHER RESOLVED,

1. That the Town Assessor is directed to record the EDU changes; and

2. That the Town Engineer and Town Attorney are directed to amend the District Documents as necessary; and

3. That the Town Supervisor is authorized to sign District documents as necessary.

Capitalization of Fixed Assets Resolution   Councilwoman Sapienza offered Resolution #16-2021 for Capitalization of Fixed Assets; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 5-0
RESOLUTION #-16-2021

CAPITALIZATION OF FIXED ASSETS

WHEREAS the Town of Bergen maintains an inventory of fixed assets in accordance with guidelines established by the New York State Comptroller; and 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Bergen hereby approves a minimum threshold of $2,500 for the capitalization of fixed assets.

BILLS:  The bills were presented for audit and totaled General A Fund $11,183.81; General B Fund $2,156.26; Highway DA $6,254.25; Highway DB $16,017.81; HH (Water District) $32,332.22; PA-A $4,330.58; PA-DA $2,321.82 and PA-DB $2,515.30.  Councilwoman Sapienza made a motion to pay the February bills; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 5-0.
REGULAR MEETING – Tuesday, March 23, 2021 at 7:00 pm in the Courtroom 

ADJOURNMENT was at 7:55 pm on a motion by Councilwoman Sapienza; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and carried by a vote 5-0.
Respectfully submitted

Michele M. Smith

Michele M. Smith, Town Clerk

