JUNE 22, 2021     BERGEN TOWN BOARD
    REGULAR 2nd MEETING

The Bergen Town Board convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall with Supervisor Haywood presiding.

PRESENT:




             ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Ernest Haywood 



Michele M. Smith, Town Clerk
Councilwoman Belinda Grant


Mike Johnson, Highway Superintendent

Councilman Mark Anderson





Councilman James Starowitz
ABSENT:

Councilwoman Anne Sapienza


PRAYER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

MINUTES: Councilwoman Anderson made a motion to approve the minutes of June 8, 2021; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and carried by a vote 4-0.
COMMUNICATIONS:

Mercy EMS report May 2021
Charter Communications correspondence of June 12, 2021

Final 2021 State Equalization rates for Town of Bergen
REPORTS:

SUPERVISOR:  opt in/out federal stimulus; historian office plumbing issue; met with Ryan Cummings (landscape architect) ideas for Drews Nature Center
CLERK:  nothing to report
HIGHWAY/SOLID WASTE:  nothing to report
COMMITEES:

BUILDINGS:  nothing to report
PARKS:  nothing to report
LOCAL HISTORY AND MUSEUM:  nothing to report

POLICY AND PERSONNEL:   nothing to report
TRANSFER STATION revenue/expense report for transfer station for last 7 yrs.
OLD BUSINESS:  
Water improvement Benefit Area #1:  engineering report from MRB; schedule public hearing; revised schedule- projected project completion December 2022, projected increased total cost $10,485,000
NEW BUSINESS:
Triple-O Estimate for replacement of air conditioner control board at CEO/Assessor Office – estimate approved in email considered emergency- control board is on order.  Councilwoman Grant made a motion to approve the estimate for Triple-O replace control board in Assessor/ZEO office for $752.50; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 3-1.
WIBA#1 Public Hearing Resolution   Councilman Starowitz offered Resolution #20-2021 to conduct a public hearing to increase the maximum amount to be expended for the facilities of WIBA#1; seconded by Councilwoman Grant and it carried by a vote -0
RESOLUTION #20-2021

IN THE MATTER OF THE INCREASE IN MAXIMUM AMOUNT TO BE EXPENDED FOR THE FACILITIES OF WATER 
 IMPROVEMENT BENEFIT AREA #1 IN THE TOWN OF BERGEN, IN THE COUNTY OF GENESEE, IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK, PURSUANT TO 209-H OF THE TOWN LAW

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bergen previously adopted on February 11, 2020 an Order establishing Water Improvement Benefit Area No. 1 (the “District”) in the Town of Bergen which was filed in the Genesee County Clerk’s Office on February 12, 2020 as Instrument # MR2020-93 together with a Corrected Order recorded in the Genesee County Clerk’s Office on March 5, 2021 as Instrument # MR2021-126 (collectively the “Order”), and

WHEREAS, the Order called for the construction of a water system pursuant to a map, plan and report prepared by the Town’s Engineer, MRB Group (“MRB”) last dated May 17, 2019 and on file in the Office of the Town Clerk of the Town of Bergen (the “Project”), and 

WHEREAS, the Order established the sum of $8,958,000.00, partially offset by an United States Department of Agriculture Grant, as the maximum amount to be expended for the Project.  Said amount to be borne by the properties within the District on a benefit basis.


WHEREAS, the Town has determined the maximum cost of the Project as described in the Order has increased, and


WHEREAS, MRB has filed a revised map, plan and report dated June 21, 2021 in the Office of the Town Clerk of the Town of Bergen describing the increase in the maximum amount to be expended for the Project, and


WHEREAS, the boundaries of the district described in the Order have not changed, and


WHEREAS, the maximum amount to be expended for the Project has increased to $10,485,000.00 to be partially, offset by additional grant monies from the United States Department of Agriculture, and 

WHEREAS, the total annual cost for a typical user of the proposed Water Improvement Benefit Area No. 1 is now estimated to be approximately $1,034.44, and

WHEREAS, the proposed method to be employed for financing such improvements are as follows:

The cost of the construction would be paid through a benefit based tax against the properties within the proposed Water Improvement Benefit Area No. 1.  It is anticipated that the project cost will be financed by the issuance of one or more bonds of the Town, to be paid over 38 years at an interest rate not to exceed 2.5 % per annum for the original $5,900,000 loan and not to exceed 1.375% per annum for an additional $950,000 loan and,

WHEREAS, the total first year cost for the typical user is now estimated at approximately $2,674.44, broken down as follows:  Installation of Water Service $1,200.00; Internal Plumbing Changes $200.00: Repayment of Bonds $643.04; Annual Meter and Account Fee $240.00; Repair Reserve $20.00; Purchase of Water (60,000 gal./yr.) $371.40, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, that the Town Board of the Town of Bergen shall meet at the Bergen Town Hall 10 Hunter Street, Bergen, New York, on the 13th day of July, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., for the purpose of conducting a public hearing on the proposal to increase the maximum amount to be expended for the construction of the facilities of Water Improvement Benefit Area No. 1, at which time all persons interested in the subject thereof may be heard concerning the same, and it is further

ORDERED, that the Town Clerk of the Town of Bergen is hereby authorized and directed to publish a copy of this Order in the Town’s official newspaper, and post a copy of the same on the signboard and website of the Town of Bergen in the time and manner required by law.

NEXT MEETING:  

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at 7:00 pm in the Courtroom with the audit of the bills at 6:45 pm

Public Hearing – Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at 7:00 pm for the water improvement benefit area #1
Clerk Smith requests executive session to file a complaint form to report harassment against Councilman Anderson.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:   Councilwoman Grant made a motion to enter into executive session at 7:33   pm for harassment complaint with Superintendent Johnson in attendance; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 4-0.  Councilwoman Grant made a motion to exit executive session at 7:50 pm; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and carried by a vote 4-0.  Councilwoman Grant made a motion moving forward to reach the town clerk by calling the office phone 494-1121 x21 or email bergenclerk@bergenny.org during regular business hours unless deemed an emergency she can be contacted by cell phone; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and carried by a vote 4-0.
 Councilman Starowitz made a motion to enter into executive session at 7:52 pm for Union Negotiations with Superintendent Johnson in attendance; seconded by Councilman Anderson and it carried by a vote 4-0.   Councilwoman Grant made a motion to exit executive session at 8:20 pm; seconded by Councilman Starowitz and carried by a vote 4-0.
ADJOURNMENT was at 8:21 pm on a motion by Councilman Anderson seconded by Councilman Starowitz and it carried by a vote 4-0.








Respectfully submitted,








Michele M. Smith








Michele M. Smith,








Town Clerk

