September 10, 2024	         BERGEN TOWN BOARD	          REGULAR MEETING
Draft

The Bergen Town Board convened in a regular session at 6:45 pm audit of the bills; convened in a regular session in the Town Hall with Supervisor Haywood presiding at 7:00 pm.

PRESENT:					            	 ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Ernie Haywood           			 Teresa Robinson, Town Clerk
Councilperson Belinda Grant				 Joel Pocock, Highway Superintendent 			
Councilperson Karen Ely
Councilperson Mark Swanson
				
ABSENT:   Councilperson James Starowitz

OTHER ATTENDENCE:   Candace Hensel

PRAYER:

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: (By Zoom Call) Bill Gauthier, President and CEO of JACOMB Lighting.  Re:  Electric Charging Stations being installed at Robins Brook Park.  One utility pole could handle 2 charging stations, the Town would receive an IRS tax rebate in the amount of $5940.00, a fee would be charged for use of the charging station.  The total cost is 19,800. The funding would come from Grant from National Grid of $12,600.00. The remaining balance of 7,200.00 the town would pay for and then submit for an IRS rebate in the amount of $5,940.00, which would mean the total town’s cost/contribution would be $1,260.00	
   
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR:  Board Meeting 08/13/2024; Councilperson Swanson made a motion to approve the Town Board Minutes of August 13, 2024; seconded by Councilperson Ely                                                

Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson
Nays: None
Abstained:  None
APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (4-0)

COMMUNICATIONS/INFORMATION included with this agenda:

1. Supervisors Report for August 2024
1. Summary spreadsheets for August 2024
1. Town Clerks report for August 2024
1. ZEO/CEO Report for August 2024
1. Mercy EMS report for July 2024
1. Correspondence from Charter Communications dated – 8/6/2024
1. Resolution approval of acquisition of an easement by the MCWA at 0 North Lake Rd and 7711 West Bergen Road.
1. Proposed Change in Employee handbook for Mileage
1. Proposed resolution for MOU with Teamsters Local 264 regarding uniforms
1. Proposed Fire Department 2025 budget 
[bookmark: _Hlk23585550]

BOARD MEMBERS’ ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA:   Nothing to Add


REPORTS:

	SUPERVISOR: - Currently working on the 2025 Town Budget.
    - Monroe County Water Authority may have 2 more Town of Sweden residents requesting to sign up for water.
    - Computers will need to be updated/upgraded to Windows 11 for next year – using ARPA funds.
    - Agreement has been signed with National Grid to install the electric at Robins Brook Park.
    - The Town has been awarded $15,000 in Grants from NYSERDA for the Clean Energy Communities Program. 



TOWN CLERK:  	-The DEC is up and running.
-The Town Clerk bank account was compromised, nothing taken.  I set up a new account with the Bank of Castile.  
  I am also meeting by Zoom with the bank may be changing the credit card machine over to them. 
-The website – I would like to continue with our same website designer.  He can update our current website, have it                           completed within 45-60 days (attached is the estimate). Fillable forms.
-New Newsletter Design
-The BBCA asked if the Town would be interested in participating in the Trunk or Treat on Oct. 26 – purchase candy and           hand it out.  $200.00 from Celebrations


BOARD MEMBERS:  Nothing to Report 



HIGHWAY:  - Genesee County Snow and Ice contract – Have not received yet.
		- Evans Rd Gate has been removed by the Town Highway Dept.
		- Would like to hire a full time Town Highway Employee by Nov. 2024 – currently budgeted. 

 
  
            COMMITTEES:

Buildings, Grounds, and Facilities (Cemeteries):  Update on Planning for Utilization of Buildings.  Councilperson Swanson has sent out an email to the committee to set up a date to meet in September or October.


Local History & Museum:  Councilperson Ely has reached out to the Town Historian to go over 2025 Budget. 


 Policy & Personnel:  Nothing to Report    


OLD BUSINESS:  

MMB – 2023 Audit of the Water Improvement Benefit Area #1 – has been completed.


NEW BUSINESS:

- Resolution Approval of Acquisition of easements by the MCWA at 0 North Lake Road and 7711 West Bergen Road                                      
- Approval of Junk Yard Permits for Demos, John Cole, and Metalico
- Resolution to set the public hearing for Local Law to override the Tax Levey Limit in General Municipal Law (7pm), for the Proposed
  Fire- Protection Contract for 2025 (7:15pm) and the Preliminary 2025 Town Budget for the Town of Bergen (7:30) on 11/12/2024
-Approval of purchase of Computer Equipment and software
-Approval of proposed changes to Employee Handbook in regards to Milage reimbursement          
-Resolution Authorizing Memorandum of Understanding with Teamsters Local 264 regarding uniforms 
		-Approval of the Appointment of Leisa Strabel as secretary to the Supervisor at $30.00 per hour
-Action to approve the Clerks Report for August 2024
		-Action to file the Supervisors Report for August 2024
		-Approval to pay bills and authorizing the bookkeeper to transfer of funds necessary to the Checking account to pay the bills. 








RESOLUTION # 2024-21

APPROVAL OF ACQUISITION OF AN EASEMENT BY THE MONROE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO §1096(6-a) OF NEW YORK’S PUBLIC AUTHORITIES LAW  

	WHEREAS, The Monroe County Water Authority (“Authority”) intends to provide public water service to 7711 West Bergen Road located in the Town of Bergen; and

	WHEREAS, the property owner has elected to retain and maintain the private well water source(s) on the premises and maintain separation between the plumbing that contains the public water (the "public system") and the plumbing that contains the well water (the "private system"); and

WHEREAS, the acquisition of the permanent irrevocable access easement is necessary to allow the Authority to inspect the public and private systems to make sure they are not interconnected as required by the New York State Sanitary Code; and

WHEREAS, the permanent irrevocable access easement is located at 7711 West Bergen Road (Tax Acct. No. 16.0-1-18.115), which is owned by Verity B. Moore; and  

	WHEREAS, §1096(6-a) of New York’s Public Authorities Law requires the Authority to obtain the prior approval of the Town Board for the above-referenced acquisition; now therefore be it 

	RESOLVED, that the Town hereby approves of the Authority’s acquisition of the permanent irrevocable access easement located at 7711 West Bergen Road in accordance with §1096(6-a) of the New York Public Authorities Law and be it further

	RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be provided to the Authority.

MOTION for adoption of this resolution by: Councilperson Grant
	Seconded by:  Councilperson Swanson
	Discussion:  None
VOTE BY ROLL CALL AND RECORD:
Councilperson Ely - AYE
Councilperson Grant - AYE
Councilperson Swanson - AYE
Supervisor Haywood - AYE

APPROVED by vote (4-0)			Submitted – September 10, 2024

 RESOLUTION # 2024-22

APPROVAL OF ACQUISITION OF AN EASEMENT BY THE MONROE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO §1096(6-a) OF NEW YORK’S PUBLIC AUTHORITIES LAW 

WHEREAS, The Monroe County Water Authority (“Authority”) intends to provide public water service to 0 North Lake Road located in the Town of Bergen; and 

WHEREAS, the acquisition of the easement is necessary for operation, maintenance and the future replacement of the water main which will allow the Authority to continue to reliably provide potable water supply to the area; and 

WHEREAS, the easement is located along the frontage of 0 North Lake Road (Tax Acct. No. 8.0-1-39.1 and 8.0-1-39.2), which is owned by Bergen North Lake LLC; and 

WHEREAS, §1096(6-a) of New York’s Public Authorities Law requires the Authority to obtain the prior approval of the Town Board for the above-referenced acquisition; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Town hereby approves of the Authority’s acquisition of the frontage easement located at 0 North Lake Road in accordance with §1096(6-a) of the New York Public Authorities Law and be it further 


RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be provided to the Authority.

MOTION for adoption of the resolution by:  Councilperson Swanson
Seconded by:  Councilperson Grant
Discussion:  None

Councilperson Ely - AYE
Councilperson Grant - AYE
Councilperson Swanson - AYE
Supervisor Haywood - AYE

APPROVED by vote (4-0)

Submitted – September 10, 2024








RESOLUTION NO.  2024-23 			Authorizing MOU with Teamsters Local 264

WHEREAS:	Teamsters Local 264 has requested a chnge to Article 24 (Uniforms) of the contract in effect from January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2025; and

WHERAS:	A change has been successful negotiated through a proposed Memorandum of Understanding.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

Sec 1.	That the Bergen Town Board approves the Memorandum of Understanding hereto attached.

Sec.2.	That the Bergen Town Board authorizes the Supervisor to sign the Memorandum of Understanding on behalf of the Town of Bergen.


MOTION for adoption of this Resolution by:  Councilperson Swanson

	Seconded by:  Councilperson Grant

	Discussion:  None

VOTE BY ROLL CALL AND RECORD:

Councilperson Ely - AYE
Councilperson Grant - AYE
Councilperson Swanson - AYE
Supervisor Haywood - AYE

APPROVED by vote (4-0)

Submitted – September 10, 2024
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Councilperson Ely made a motion to create a Resolution to the public hearing for Local Law to override the Tax Levey Limit in General Municipal Law (7pm), for the Proposed Fire- Protection Contract for 2025 (7:15pm) and the Preliminary 2025 Town Budget for the Town of Bergen (7:30) on 11/12/2024; seconded by Councilperson Grant 

	AYES:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson
	NAYS: 
	Approved by Vote (4-0)



Councilperson Grant made a Motion to approve the Junk Yard Permits from Demo’s, John Cole, and Metallico; Seconded by Councilperson Ely

	AYES:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson
	NAYS: 
	Approved by Vote (4-0)



Councilperson Grant made a motion to approve the purchase of Computer Equipment and software, $4,469.84 from ARPA money; seconded by Councilperson Ely

	Ayes:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson
	Nays:  None    
	Approved by:  Unanimous vote (4-0)



Councilperson Swanson made a motion to approve changes to the Employee Handbook in regards to Mileage Reimbursement effective 10/01/2024, Milage reimbursement will be provided for official town business and only be payable from the employee’s office to and from the work required destination.  If the employee starts from their home to a required work destination other than their office, the milage reimbursement will be based upon the distance from the employee’s office and the required work destination;  seconded by Councilperson Grant


Ayes:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson
Nays:  None  
Approved by:  Unanimous vote (4-0)



Councilperson Grant made a motion to approve of the appointment of Leisa Strabel as Secretary to the Supervisor at $30.00 per hour; seconded by Councilperson Swanson

Ayes:  Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson
Nays:  None 
Approved by:  Unanimous vote (4-0)


[bookmark: _Hlk161217905]Action to file the Town Clerk’s Report for August 2024 – Councilperson Grant made a motion to file to Town Clerk’s Report for August 2024; seconded by councilperson Swanson

Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson
Nays: None     APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (4-0)


Action to File the Supervisor’s Report for August, 2024:  Councilperson Swanson; made a motion to file the Supervisor’s Report for August 2024; seconded by Councilperson Ely

Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson
Nays: None
APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (4-0)


Approval to pay the bills and authorizing the board to pay the bills $ 84,983.21 and authorizing the bookkeeper to transfer of funds necessary to the checking account to pay the bills: 
Councilperson Ely made a motion to pay the bills; seconded by Councilperson Swanson 

[bookmark: _Hlk171590751]Ayes: Haywood, Ely, Swanson
Nays:  None
APPROVED by:  Unanimous vote (4-0)


MEETING AND OTHER UPCOMING DATES – Budget Workshop 9/14/2024 at 9:00 am at the Bergen Town Hall.  Town Board Meeting:  Regular meeting of the board 10/8/2024 6:45 audit of the bills, regular meeting at 7:00 pm.




ADJOURNMENT Was at 8:37 pm on a motion made by councilperson Grant; seconded by councilperson Swanson                        


[bookmark: _Hlk159426891]Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson
Nays: None
APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (4-0)





Respectfully submitted

Teresa Robinson

Teresa Robinson, Town Clerk





image1.emf

