Invasive Species Profile: Slender False Brome (found in Drews Nature Center)

By Brittany Hernon

Invasive species cause ongoing challenges for large-scale land managers as well as homeowners. While many are working to control widespread invasive species such as buckthorn, knotweed and Phragmites, Western New York Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management (WNY PRISM) is working equally as hard to detect and manage newly emerging invasive species.  This early detection, high priority species are found in only a few locations within a region but are well positioned to become the next Phragmites. At the early detection stage management can be extremely effective at controlling and potentially even eradiating the species. The goal is to prevent them from becoming well-established and joining the long list of invasives that require significant time, effort and funding to manage every year.

Slender false brome (Brachypodiumsylvaticum) is one of these early detection invasive species. This species is present in Bergen Swamp and has recently been found at Drew’s Nature Center.  Slender false brome is a highly invasive grass that forms dense clumps which crowd out native plants. This leads to loss of biodiversity and degraded natural areas. Slender false brome can produce up to one hundred seeds per plant and seeds are easily spread by hikers, mowing equipment and deer. WNY PRISM is leading a collaborative effort, the Great Lakes Slender False Brome Working Group, to address the threat posed by this species. The Working Group is conducting surveys to see where slender false brome is growing, implementing management studies to learn how to control this species, and using education and outreach to prevent this grass from spreading to new locations. 

One way you can help with these efforts is by learning how to identify slender false brome and how to distinguish it from other grasses. Slender false brome forms bunches of arching bright green leaves that retain their color into the fall. The stems and leaves of this plant are covered in tiny hairs that are visible when held up to the light. Its flowers droop noticeably; they begin to appear in July and can persist throughout the fall. If you find this species while hiking along the trails or on your property, please report it to Brittany Hernon, Great Lakes Slender False Brome Working Group Project Manager, at hernonba@buffalostate.edu. 

This summer, WNY PRISM will spend time at Drew’s Nature Center removing slender false brome, discovered in 2017. A boot brush station, with information on slender false brome and other invasive species, will be constructed as a spread prevention measure. A heavy-duty brush will be fastened to the base allowing visitors to remove dirt and mud from their shoes. Seeds of invasive species can get caught in the treads of footwear and spread to other locations, so cleaning boots is essential. Be on the lookout for the boot brush station and try it out when hiking at Drew’s Nature Center!
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Shoescan carry the seedsof invasiveplants. Please brush them off before entering and leavingthis area.

Mile-A-MinuteVine
(Persicariaperfoliata)

Consacion Bugwoodore

Ss00471

Mile-a-minute is aherbaceous vine that
quickly grows over native vegetation.
This species can smother treeseedlings
‘which impacts tree farms and forestry
operations. It has triangular leaves and
stems covered in barbs.

What'’s The Problem?

Non-native animals, seed and plant materialsare
carried from one place to another on our shoes.
hiking gear, bike and vehicle tires, or as bait.

Slender False Brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum)
is a fast-spreading, invasive grass that displaces
native flora. Slender false brome dominates forest
understories and open grasslands. This invader
can be found year round but flowers from early
Julyinto August. Mature spikelets can be seen
through October.

Slender falsebrome isa serious threat toNew York
State and our natural areas! Stop the invasion -
clean your gear and help prevent the spread!

Japanese Stiltgrass

(Microstegium vimineum)

conditions and replaces native vegetationin a
wide range ofecosystems.It expands into
dense stands of grass that prevent desirable
vegetation from growing.

Common Reed

(Phragmites australis)

stands of stems which crowd out or shade
native vegetation. It creates a monoculture
and can alterhabitats.
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Clean Your Gear Before
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This Site
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To learn more about slender false brome and use the early detection reporting protocol to provide information on this species, visit www.wnyprism.org.
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