September 9, 2025	         BERGEN TOWN BOARD	          REGULAR MEETING
Draft

The Bergen Town Board convened in a regular session at 6:45 pm audit of the bills; The Town Board Meeting convened in a regular session in the Town Hall with Supervisor Haywood presiding at 7:00 pm.


PRESENT:					            	 ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Ernie Haywood           			 Teresa Robinson, Town Clerk
Councilperson Belinda Grant	7:28 pm		 Joel Pocock, Highway Superintendent 			
Councilperson Karen Ely
Councilperson Mark Swanson
Councilperson James Starowitz 7:20pm

				
ABSENT:   


OTHER ATTENDENCE:  Eric Wies and Jim Pascarella from the Bergen Fire Dept.

PRAYER:  Almighty God, as we meet today to conduct matters of Town business, grant us the wisdom to remember as we work that we are servants of our constituency. Assist us to be sure our decisions should be in the best interests of the Town and its citizens, entirely unblemished by any thoughts of personal benefit. Amen.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:  Eric Wies to present the Bergen Fire Dept. Budget.

 	
   
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR:  Town Board Meeting August 12, 2025; Councilperson Grant                             made a motion to approve the Town Board Minutes of August 12, 2025; seconded by Councilperson Ely. 

	Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Starowitz 
	Nays: None
	Abstained:  None
	APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (5-0)



COMMUNICATIONS/INFORMATION included with this agenda:

		1. Supervisor Report for Aug. 2025 -if available 
		2. Financial Statements for Aug. 2025- if available 
		3. Town Clerks Report for Aug.  2025
		4. ZEO/CEO Report for Aug.  2025
		5. Mercy EMS report fir July 2025
		6. Correspondence from Charter Communications dated 8/5/2025, 8/19//2025 and 8/28/2025
[bookmark: _Hlk199247563]		7. Resolution – Adding Colonial Voluntary Benefits subsection to Employee Handbook -Section 				5
		8. Resolution- Authorizing Payroll Deduction for Colonial Voluntary Benefits
		9. Resolution- Setting Health Insurance Plan for 2026 – Teamsters Union Select Plan
		10. Resolution – Authorizing a Intermunicipal agreement for plowing /mowing services between 				the Bergen Fire Dept. and Town of Bergen.
		11. Proposed Fire Department 2026 budget- if available.
		12. 2026 Tentative Town of Bergen Budget
		13. Correspondence from FEMA Regarding Revised Flood Insurance Rate Maps dated 					8/28/2025; 90 days to appeal flood maps.
		14.  Senator Borrello requests support for Senate Bill s.8481 introduced by Senator Gallivan to 				authorize local governments to opt out of mandates established under the Climate 					Leadership and Community Protection Act.
		15.  Supervisor will be attending a meeting on 9/10 at the County at 7:00 pm to discuss the solar 				projects in the county.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk23585550]BOARD MEMBERS’ ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA:      

REPORTS:


SUPERVISOR:  
	Meetings:
· Playground/Splash Pad: I participated in a meeting with the Clerk, Secretary to the Supervisor and Deputy Supervisor Grant with Denzak Recreation Design on 8/26/2025 to discuss potential of constructing an inclusive playground and splash pad at Robins Brook Park.  We discussed options and tour the park to determine locations.  Denzak will now put together some options and costs and we will be meeting with their grant consultant to see if there are grants.  We also researched the recently announcement of funding availability for parks, (Unplug and Play Grants).  Unfortunately, they are not funding playgrounds or splash pads currently.

· Genesee Area Municipal Leaders (GAM) Meeting: I attended the GAM meeting on 8/21/2205. At this meeting we discussed county wide emergency/fire responses, a county wide response to the increase in solar farms in Genesee County and we had presentations on the Chamber of Commerce’s tourist rebranding.  Additionally, we learned of a potential for grant funding exclusively for Genesee and Orleans County.  I will be attending another meeting in Sept. to learn more about this potential opportunity.

· Budget Meeting; Barb, Leisa and myself met in person on 8/26 to review the draft 2026 town budget.

Announcements/Information to Share:
· 2026 Budget:  We continue to work on the tentative 2026 town budget for presentation to the board at the budget workshop on 9/6/2025.  
· Town Hall Lease- In follow up to my meeting with the Fire Department’s board of Directors on 7/16, I sent an email to the Fire Department President, Chairperson of the board and two board members of 7/29 outlining what I recommended on behalf of the town be in a Memorandum of Understanding regarding some of the terms of a new lease that would be effective 1/1/2029.  To date I have not received a response. 

· Library Cost- I received a response from Sally, President of the library board, to my correspondence of 6/28 regarding the library reimbursing the town for cost of library operations that are being paid out of town taxes.  The response was that the board had questions and that they would like to meet with me (Nancy, Sally, and a couple library trustees) as they have questions.  I have agreed to meet and if any board member wants to meet with me, I welcome their participation.  I am awaiting a meeting date.
 
· Email- We had an issue with Go-Daddy that caused the town’s email to be down for a few days.  In the process of sorting this out, we realized that we will eventually need to go to a townofbergen.gov email address vs. the current bergenny.org.  We have established the new email account and we (the Clerk and I) will be working on an implementation plan including a communication plan to all parties.  In the meantime, you may have two email accounts. 

Employee Relations:
· Denny Miller – return to work:   I am happy to report that Denny was able to return to work on 8/14.

· Additional Employee Benefits- Colonial Voluntary Benefits:  The clerk, highway superintendent and I participated in a meeting with representatives from Colonial Voluntary Benefits to learn of additional benefits that employees could purchase themselves.  The benefits include accidental, cancer, critical illness, disability, hospital, and life insurances.  Upon the recommendation of the highway superintendent and town clerk, we are presenting a resolution to the board to allow employees to participate and to allow payroll deductions to pay.  If approved representatives from Colonial Voluntary Benefits will meet with eligible (20 hour or more per week) employees on the 18th. 

Grants:
· Records Retention Grant:  Unfortunately, we were not selected for a Records Retention Grant.  We have requested a debriefing meeting with NYS to have them share why we were not funded.  
Properties-Projects:
· Bathroom at Park- Thompson Builds continues to work on the foundation for the bathroom.  The BOCES instructor has reached out and the class will be building the walls at BOCES and then transport to the site to install.  After the walls are up, they will be on site to attach trusses and sheathing and to complete the building.
· Drews Nature Center-I have been in contact with the BOCES instructor for the conservation class that will be doing work at Drews Nature Center starting this fall. I have provided him information on the trails.  They will be on site most likely one day per week.  


[bookmark: _Hlk182485782]
TOWN CLERK:  

	Attended the meeting with Denzak on 8/26 with Supervisor Haywood to discuss inclusive playground equipment and Splash Park.
 	
	Attended a meeting with Colonial Voluntary Benefits with Supervisor Haywood. 

	Received the quote from Toshiba for the software for Record’s Management with an initial Investment of $ 63,780.00.  Will be checking with Classified Scanning and Shredding. 

	Received all 3 Junk Yard Permit Application back from Metalico, John Cole, & Demo’s.

I 	Working on park rules for Robbins Brook, Drews Nature Center, and the West Shore.  We received park rules from the County, Village of Bergen, Town of Sweden, and Town of Oakfield.
W
W	Would like to add a deputy.
Go 	
	Go Daddy account – Our domain for the website had to be changed to .gov.  When the bill came in, I checked with our IT and we didn’t need to pay it.  We did need to pay because of the emails being .org.  The problem we had to have it activated again was we needed to verify our account by email (which was shut down) or by text which was a land line.  We had to submit tax documents to determine who we were.  I currently have it set up my cell phone.  In the future, the town may like to add a cell phone to kept at the town hall for 2 step-authenticate.



TOWN BOARD:  Nothing to Report		 


HIGHWAY:  

	The concrete floor has been poured at the park for the bathroom.  The Construction materials for the 	bathroom will be done by purchase order with Genesee Lumber.  Electric will be fed from the bathroom 	to the Pavilion and the water line will be dug next week.

	Sept. 17 & the Conservation Class from BOCES will be out at Drews Nature Center and Robins Brook 	Park.

	Highway – The CHIPS projects has been completed and we are working on trimming trees and getting 	the trucks ready.


COMMITTEES:  Discussed with the prior reports.

Buildings, Grounds, and Facilities (Cemeteries):   


Parks:  Bathroom update – 


	Drew’s Update – 

	
	Update on Park Rules - 	

Local History & Museum:   Nothing new to report.


 Policy & Personnel:    Handbook Changes – Adding offering of Colonial Voluntary Benefits


OLD BUSINESS:  Traffic concerns at Route 19 and 33 – still waiting for NY State Department of Transportation.


NEW BUSINESS:

		
	-Motion to approve the tentative budget as presented by the Town Clerk.
-Motion to approve the issuance of Junk Yard Permits for, Cole, Metalico and Demo.
-Motion to set a town board meeting for 7 pm on 11/4/2025 
-Motion to set Public Hearing for 11/4/2025
 1) Local Law to override the Tax Levey limit established in municipal law Section 3-c for fiscal year 			2026 
 2) Proposed Fire Department Contract for 2026
 3) Preliminary 2026 budget for the Town of Bergen 
- Resolution- Adding Colonial Voluntary Benefits subsection to Employee Handbook -Section 5
- Resolution- Authorizing Payroll Deduction for Colonial Voluntary Benefits
-Resolution- Setting Health Insurance Plan for 2026 – Teamsters Union Select Plan
-Resolution- Authorizing a Intermunicipal agreement for plowing /mowing services between the Bergen 	Fire Dept. and Town of Bergen.  TABLED
- Action to file Town Clerks Report Aug. 2025
- Action to file Supervisor’s Report- Aug. 2025 
- Approval of Budget Transfers- if any
- Approval to pay bills and authorize the bookkeeper to transfer funds necessary to the checking account 	to pay the bills.



Resolution 2025-31						Add Colonial Voluntary Benefits					
NOW THEREFORE BE RESOLVED:
Sec. 1.	That the Town Board of the Town of Bergen adds the following Colonial Voluntary Benefits subsection of the Employee Handbook Section 5.
Colonial Voluntary Benefits
Town of Bergen may make Colonial Voluntary Benefits available to employees at their own cost through payroll deduction.
Sec. 2.	That this resolution shall take effect November 1, 2025
Motion by:  Councilperson Swanson
Seconded by:  Councilperson Starowitz

VOTE BY ROLL CALL AND RECORD
Councilperson Ely
Councilperson Grant
Councilperson Swanson
Councilperson Starowitz
Supervisor Haywood

Submitted September 9, 2025
























Resolution 2025-32			Authorize Payroll Deductions for Colonial Voluntary Benefits		
WHEREAS:	Town of Bergen employees have expressed an interest in enrolling in Colonial Voluntary Benefits at their own cost; and
WHEREAS:	The Town Board is willing to allow funding of premiums through payroll deduction.			
NOW THEREFORE BE RESOLVED:
Sec. 1.	That the Town Board of the Town of Bergen authorizes the use of payroll deduction for employees who wish to enroll in Colonial Voluntary Benefits completely at the employee’s own cost.
Sec. 2.	That premiums will be remitted to Colonial Voluntary Benefits after collection in the manner prescribed by the benefits company.
Sec. 3.	That this resolution shall take effect November 1, 2025
Motion by:  Councilperson Grant
Seconded by:  Councilperson Starowitz

VOTE BY ROLL CALL AND RECORD
Councilperson Ely
Councilperson Grant
Councilperson Swanson
Councilperson Starowitz
Supervisor Haywood

Submitted September 9, 2025


















	
	Motion to approve the tentative budget as presented by the Town Clerk.  Councilperson Swanson                                    	made a motion to approve the tentative budget as presented by the Town Clerk; seconded by 	Councilperson Grant.

Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Starowitz
Nays: None  
APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (5-0)

	Motion to approve the issuance of Junk Yard Permits for, Cole, Metalico and Demo’s.  				Councilperson Starowitz made a Motion to approve the issuance of Junk Yard Permits 				for, Cole, Metalico and Demo’s; seconded by Councilperson Swanson 
Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Starowitz
Nays: None  
APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (5-0)
	
[bookmark: _Hlk206071052]	Motion to set a town board meeting for 7 pm on 11/4/2025.  Councilperson Grant 				made a motion to set a town board meeting for 7 pm on 11/4/2025; Seconded by Councilperson 		Starowitz. 		
Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Starowitz
Nays: None  
APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (5-0)


	Motion to set Public Hearing for 11/4/2025 at 7:00 pm for: Local Law to override the Tax Levey 		Limit established in municipal law Section 3-c for fiscal year 2026; At 7:15 - Proposed Fire 			Department Contract for 2026; At 7:30 pm - Preliminary 2026 budget for the Town of Bergen.
[bookmark: _Hlk208395440][bookmark: _Hlk208395498]	Councilperson Starowitz made a Motion to set Public Hearing for 11/4/2025 for the 				following: Local Law to override the Tax Levey limit established in municipal law Section 3-c for 			fiscal year 2026; Proposed Fire Department Contract for 2026; Preliminary 2026 budget for the 			Town of Bergen; Seconded by Councilperson Grant. 
Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Starowitz
Nays: None  
APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (5-0)

	Motion to Set the Health Insurance plan for 2026 – Teamsters Union Select Plan.  Councilperson 			Swanson made a motion to Set the Health Insurance plan for 2026 – Teamsters Union Select 			Plan; Seconded by Councilperson Ely.

Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Starowitz
Nays: None  
APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (5-0)
		
[bookmark: _Hlk161217905]	Motion to file the Town Clerk’s Report for August 2025 – Councilperson Grant made a motion 			to file to Town Clerk’s Report for August 2025; seconded by Councilperson Ely.    

[bookmark: _Hlk205886920][bookmark: _Hlk192496283][bookmark: _Hlk190081975]Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Starowitz
Nays: None  
APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (5-0)


[bookmark: _Hlk205886846]Action to file the Supervisor’s Report for August 2025 – Councilperson Grant made a motion to file the Supervisor’s Report for August 2025; seconded by Councilperson Swanson. 

Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Starowitz
Nays: None  
APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (5-0)


Approval to pay the bills and authorizing the board to pay the bills and authorizing the bookkeeper to transfer of funds necessary to the checking account to pay the bills: The bills were presented for audit and totaled $ 192,061.45; General A Fund $ 48,361.53; General B $ 8,530.10; Highway DA $ 8,421.07; Highway DB $ 123,788.75.                                         

Councilperson Grant made a motion to pay the bills; seconded by Councilperson Starowitz

[bookmark: _Hlk200959815]Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Starowitz
Nays: None  
APPROVED by: Unanimous vote (5-0)



[bookmark: _Hlk200959968]
MEETING AND OTHER UPCOMING DATES – Regular Town Board meeting at 7:00 pm on October 14, 								 2025; audit of the bills at 6:45pm.


ADJOURNMENT Was at 8:35pm on a motion made by Councilperson Starowitz; seconded by Councilperson 			         Grant.


[bookmark: _Hlk159426891]		Ayes: Haywood, Grant, Ely, Swanson, Starowitz
		Nays:  None
		APPROVED by:  Unanimous Vote (5-0)


Respectfully submitted
Teresa Robinson
Teresa Robinson, Town Clerk






