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Town Board Meetings
Dec. 9, 2025 7:00 pm
Dec. 30 , 2025   7:00 pm
Jan. , 2026 7:00 pm





From the Desk of County Legislator 
Christian Yunker…...

 



From the Desk of Town Clerk, 
Teresa Robinson….


Town Clerk Hours:
Monday – Thursday          8 am – 4:30 pm  Closed from 12:00 pm – 12:30 pm  
Friday 8 am—11 am
Evening hours    available by           appointment  
494-1121 ext. 120

The Clerks’ office will be closed for the following Holidays:

Dec. 24 , 25 & 31
Jan. 1
Feb.  16
 





From the Desk of Town Historian, 
Tom Tiefel….

Mark Your Calendars…..



From the Desk of Highway Superintendent, Joel Pocock…..

Dear Bergen Residents,

As winter settles in, the Town of Bergen   Highway Department would like to share a few important updates and reminders to help keep our roads safe and our community prepared for the season ahead.

Winter Road Maintenance

Our crew is committed to keeping roads clear and safe during snow and ice events. Plowing typically begins when accumulations reach plowable levels, salting operations are        conducted as conditions require. Please be    patient during storms, our operators work as efficiently and safely as possible. Each route takes approximately 2 ½ hours to complete.

Help Us Help You

To improve snow removal operations, please keep the following in mind: 

Do not park on roadways from November 1 through April 1 during winter months or whenever snowfall is expected. This 
     ensures plows can clear streets effectively.
Keep mailboxes sturdy and clear of snow. Many damage incidents occur when snow, not the plow, impacts a weak or poorly placed box.
Avoid pushing snow into or across the road. This creates hazardous conditions and violates NYS Highway Law.
Give plow trucks space. Stay back at least 200 feet and avoid trying to pass plow     vehicles.

Safety First
Winter driving can be unpredictable. Please slow down during storms, allow extra travel time, and keep vehicles equipped with proper tires, windshield washer fluid, and emergency essentials.

A Message of Appreciation

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the residents of Bergen for your support and       cooperation throughout the year. Our team takes great pride in serving this community, and we will continue to work hard to keep our roads safe this winter.
Wishing you and your families a safe, healthy, and peaceful winter season.

Sincerely,
Joel Pocock
Town of Bergen Highway Department



Village Tree Lighting Ceremony & Santa's Block Party, On December 8th 
The Village will be hosting its Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony in Zuber Park starting at 6:30pm. There will be a performance by the elementary band, senior high chorus, a DJ, cookies, hot cocoa, crafts and of course Mr. & Mrs. Clause. 

Who needs a license? All dogs 4 months or older   legally need to be registered (licensed).
Where to register? License your dogs with the Town Clerk.
What to bring? You must bring an updated rabies vaccination certificate and certificate of spay and neuter.
Benefit of licensing: Being       licensed can help bring your dog home safely if they are lost.


Payment Information:
Taxes cannot be paid prior to  January 1st.
Accepted payment methods:
	Cash
	Check/Money Order 
	(payable to Teresa Robinson, 	tax collector) 
	Debit/Credit Card (fees apply)
How to Pay:
Mail	Town of Bergen
		P.O. Box 249
 		Bergen, NY 14416.
In Person -10 Hunter St.
Drop Box in the front of building.
Office Hours for January:
Monday thru Thursday
	8:00 am—12:00 pm &
	1:00 pm—5:00 pm
Friday
	8:00 am—3:00 pm 
Appointments are available by calling  494-1121 ext. 120
Normal business hours begin Feb. 1st.

TOWN & COUNTY TAXES

Thank you to the Bergen Business & Civic            Association for the fabulous job with Trunk or Treat, fun was had by all!  The weather was perfect. 
Thank you to Starowitz Farms for donating all of the pumpkins to the Town of Bergen Pumpkin Patch. The kiddos had a great time choosing their pumpkin to color and take home with them!



Robins Brook Park & Drew’s Nature Center Update

The Conservation Students from Genesee Valley BOCES with the guidance of their teacher Mr. Krajna, have graciously agreed to and have been working on clearing trails at Drews Nature Center.  I had the opportunity of going to Drews Nature Center for the first time and what a      surprise it was.  A true hidden gem in the Town of Bergen. 

The Drew Nature Center Property       consists of approximately 50 acres with ponds and trails.  Access to Drew’s      Nature Center is accessible off of W. Sweden Road  on the old West Shore Railroad.  The property was gifted to the town from Russell Drew in December of 1993.

The Building Trades Students from       Genesee Valley BOCES  with their          instructor Mr.  Mileham have been           extremely busy constructing the new bathrooms at Robins Brook Park.  The students built the walls in their classroom in Batavia and the highway crew brought them to the park.  The students came and set all the walls and are awaiting the tresses to fully enclose the structure.
The plan is to have the bathrooms            completed in the Spring/Summer of 2026.

Thank you to Town Board member Jimmy Starowitz who is leaving the Board after eight years of service. Jimmy chose not to seek a third term on the Board earlier this year. We will miss his unwavering commitment to fiscal responsibility and doing what is best for our taxpayers and residents. We wish him the best in all of his future endeavors and we know that it will include continued service to our community in many   other ways.

Welcome to new Board      member Cindy Anderson who will take office in January. She was elected alongside returning Board member Karen Ely in November. We look forward to working together on a variety of projects and initiatives in the new year.

Many of you have been        following the progress on the installation of a restroom at Robins Brook Park. After Thompson Builds completed the foundation work, Genesee Valley BOCES building trades and electrical students took over the wood framing and general construction. We can’t thank the students, teachers and administration enough for this partnership. Our highway      department is involved also, namely with water, septic and site work. The accessible       restroom will be located near the playing fields and pavilion and will be open next summer.

Another group of Genesee       Valley BOCES conservation students has undertaken clearing paths and identifying     species at Drews Nature Center. We may be applying for a grant next year, based on the group’s recommendations to continue work. For now, residents have been enjoying the cleared paths that go much further than many had realized in recent years. Thank you, BOCES students!I encourage residents to check out the trials and ponds at the Nature Center.

Continuing on with park news, the Board has been working on a set of park rules and  

regulations. We have gathered rules from other towns and are using some of those ideas as we create rules that best fit Bergen’s needs. Additionally, we are seeking input from residents about what types of upgrades you would like to see at Robins Brook Parks, Drews Nature Center and West Shore Line Park. If you are interested in participating in the planning, please email me at                          supervisor@bergenny.org. We will announce when we are ready to schedule the informal public        meeting.

The 2026 Town Budget was adopted on November 4 and resulted in a tax rate of $2.4595 per thousand of      assessed valuation. That is about eleven cents lower than the 2025 tax rate. A house assessed at $150,000 for both 2025 and 2026 would see their Bergen Town taxes drop by about $16. Tax bills will be mailed out at the end of December and include other property taxes besides the general town levy – Genesee County taxes, the Byron Bergen Public      Library taxes, Bergen Fire             Department taxes and Water District taxes.
As we move into 2026, these are a few of the projects and goals we will be working on: all of the park       projects mentioned above; pursuit of a records management grant; update of the Joint Village and Town     Comprehensive Plan (contingent   upon grant funding); seeking funds for cemetery restoration, continuing to study the future use of town-owned and leased facilities;          renovations at the Town Hall to allow the relocation of the assessor and code enforcement officer to the 10 Hunter Street address. All of these projects are undertaken with the     focus of what is most cost effective for taxpayers and most useful and convenient for residents.

Happy Holiday Season and Best Wishes for a Healthy, Happy New Year!

Ernie Haywood, Supervisor

Saturday, December 6th at 6:00 pm Bergen Community Christmas Concert at the Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church.



This Winter’s County update will focus on the budget and the many challenges and opportunities that lie ahead for 2026 for Genesee County.  This budget ensures efficient and responsible funding for County government while making key investments necessary to continue delivering high-quality services to our residents.  The recommended budget remains well under the New York State (NYS) tax cap, despite addressing numerous expensive state mandates over which the County has little control.  A recurring theme in previous   budget messages has been the significant infrastructure challenges facing Genesee County.  While we still face challenges—such as Phase 3 of the water system, with an estimated cost of $150+ million—there have been notable successes these past couple years including full buildout of Broadband, a new County Jail and the Engine ouse   

House (Public Defender’s office)                 reconstruction just to name a few.  
We are adopting a 2.00% increase,       amounting to $672,615, in the property tax levy, totaling $34,303,354.  For the median residential household in Genesee County (assessed at $171,000), this amounts to an increase of $24.46 in property taxes.  The average County property tax rate will        decrease by 3.56%, from $7.57 to $7.30 per $1,000 of assessed value.  As a result, the median residential household that did not have an assessment change from 2024, will see a net decrease of $46.17 in their County property tax.  The recommended budget    includes $3,000,000 of unappropriated fund balance, an increase of $500,000 from the 2025 adopted County budget. The 2026    recommended budget includes a continued commitment of increased funding for our roads and bridges infrastructure annually by $1 million.  
The County continues to make strategic investments in its workforce, which will result in even better service delivery to Genesee County residents. A large share of these investments in the 2026 recommended budget are being made in public safety. Two new Deputy Sheriff positions are being created to help minimize the disruption that occurs with the inevitability of employee turnover and the very lengthy turnaround time that comes with screening, hiring and training new law enforcement professionals.  These positions are being funded from the         consistently reliable two to three vacancies that the Sheriff’s Office has traditionally experienced.  The expectation is that once these new hires are fully trained and in     service, that the 2027 Sheriff’s Office budget will be able to realize a reduction in       overtime costs. In addition to the two new Sheriff’s Deputies, the Jail is converting three of the Correction Officer positions to Senior Correction Officer positions.  These position changes will move the County Jail away from needing to utilize Officer in Charge designations on occasion and ensure there is a Senior Correction Officer      scheduled for every shift.
In addition to public safety personnel investments. the County is investing in a newly created position which was recommended in several of the County’s Genesee 2050    Comprehensive Planning process, a Housing Development Officer.  This position will be responsible for increasing and strengthening the County’s housing stock, as the latest completed housing study indicated that   Genesee County needs to increase housing opportunities across all of its demographics.  The 2026 recommended budget continues to provide funding to local ambulance         providers.This investment has allowed for the stabilization of Genesee County’s    emergency medical response resources.These contracts have strengthened the capabilities of local providers, improved emergency response times for County      residents, fulfilled the community needs and in turn avoided further action by the County to become a direct service provider.  These are just some of the highlights of total $205 million all funds budget that we have to   balance every year.  Please feel free to reach out anytime with any ideas, questions or concerns.  


Holiday Happenings- 
Collaborative Storytelling with Master Storyteller Jacob on Dec. 6th , Dec. 31st and Jan. 17th, start time is 10:30 am.
Join us at the Library for an exciting winter session of interactive storytelling! Create your own character and be a Hero of the Borderlands! Use D&D’s cooperative storytelling methods to go on an adventure together with your friends.  Sign up is appreciated.

Christmas Centerpieces with Lesle Hill will be held at the Library two separate dates, Tuesday, Dec. 9th at 6:00pm and Dec. 13th at 10:30am. Join us at the Library for our final session of “Fun with Friends” for the year!Lesle Hill will be guiding you to creating your very own festive Christmas Centerpiece!  This program is open to adults and teens, and the cost is $15/person!is limited– please sign up by December 5th athttps://www.sosnflowers.com/shop.  
NOTE: The flower selection changes each year due to flowers chosen by the wholesaler.
This project is made possible with funds from the Statewide Community Regrant Program, a regrant program of the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature and administered by GO ART! 

“Art in the Afternoons” Pipe Cleaner Snowflake December 17th from 4pm-6pm.  Join us for our final date and make pretty pipe cleaner snowflakes!Perfect crafts to decorate your house or tree this Holiday Season! No sign up needed just stop in.

Join a festive event to create a beautiful wood ornament for Christmas December 18th at 6:30pm! Enjoy decorating your own personalized stockings that hang over a small fireplace. Choose how many stockings you would like to have hanging up and what each name will be on the stockings.  It is $15.00 per person (cash please) and space is limited. Call or visit the Library to sign up with stocking names before Dec. 12th to make sure your name or names can be specially written onto the stockings beforehand.  

Movie Day! – fun for the whole family! Bring your family and friends and enjoy the movie from our Christmas collection with popcorn and drink on December 23rd at 2:30pm!    Registration is appreciated.
Anime Club at the Library December 30th at 5:30pm with Zoey! Come one and all of all ages—share your love for all that is anime-manga.  We will have a craft and a snack to enjoy- sign up is appreciated. 

Pre-school/Toddler Story Time will run Fridays at 10:30am starting on January 9th. Join us for a story, craft, and fun playtime after! This is recommended for ages 2-5 but younger children are welcome with their parents/guardian.  Registration is appreciated.  

Book Club meets the 2nd Thursday of every month at 3pm!  Join us as we explore new and different books and meet new people! No registration required- call the Library for more information. 

Happy Holiday Reading -
Nancy Bailey
Library Manager                                   
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The following events will take place at the Byron Bergen Library
Intro to Linux Computer Operating Systems 10:30am on January 10th
Chair Yoga starts January 13th at 4pm 
“Fun with Friends” Cookie Decorating with Trish 6:30pm on January 21st
 Babysitting Course at 12pm-4pm on January 26th 
New York State Tax Help that will be available on: Thursday Feb 26th, Tuesday March 17th, Thursday April 2nd, and Tuesday April 14th from 11am-5pm 
Please call or stop in for more information.

www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org 

It’s hard to believe that 2025 is about to pass through the “hour glass” and enter its place in history. It seems that it was just yesterday that we were getting ready for the annual Park Festival, 4th grade field trip, and thinking about our Halloween Open House. 

Speaking of which, the annual Halloween Night At The Museum was a success despite the cold, rainy, and windy conditions. While we saw about half of our usual Trick or   Treaters, we had a great interest in the        museum itself. Many cold and tired parents stopped by to warm up with a cup of hot    coffee or cider and took in some local history while they recharged. It was quite comfortable inside too!
 
Our recreation of the “Bergen Wildcat”       exhibit was unveiled on Halloween. It did make a brief appearance last year, but we had to temporarily sacrifice one of our most    popular exhibits, “Bergen Pioneer School Days” . This year, the Wildcat exhibit is in  micro format and will remain through the 2026 season. It’s really gained momentum with those who have seen it or heard about it in 2024. It’s a must-see in 2026!

As the holiday season approaches, we always tend to reminisce about our past. We think about “Remember When “. For many of us middle aged and older folks, we can            remember a different time when we didn’t have the technological, political, and social distractions.

We lived in that moment of the season and we enjoyed our time together. Sure, there was   always “that toy” we’d hope “Santa” wouldn’t forget about. Nothing was more exciting than to get our hands on the “Sears Annual Wish Book”! 










From the Bergen Business &  Civic Association…. 



Library hours 
Sunday and        Monday – Closed
Tues. 10-1 and 2-7
Weds. 10-1 and  2-7
Thurs.  10-1 and 2-7
Friday 10-6
Saturday 10-1

The Library has copy /fax / scanning service for a small cost,       Spectrum Internet on three computers,  Wi-Fi and           interlibrary loans from any Library in the   NIOGA      Library system. You can follow us on Facebook.  If you would like to get on our  e-mail list – just call us or    e-mail your              information to byrbgn@nioga.org  For more             information on our services or         programs, please call the Library at   494-1120.  
	 

Happy Holidays!!  During your holiday rush of activities don’t forget to enjoy the many holiday books, music, and movies available at your Library!  We have cookbooks for meals on the go as well as baking cookbooks for the perfect Christmas cookie!  Stop by when the children are on     vacation for boredom buster books and craft books to inspire their imaginations.  Don’t forget your audio books for long car rides to Grandma’s house!  Search our website at www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org and check out Library happenings as well as our online catalog, and follow us on Facebook and      Instagram!

The Holiday Library hours will be:
Wed. Dec. 24th 10am-3pm
Thurs. Dec. 25th Closed
Merry Christmas! 
Friday Dec. 26th Closed
Sat. Dec. 27th Closed
Tues. Dec. 30th 10am-1pm and 2pm-7pm
Wed. Dec. 31st – 10am-3pm
Thursday January 1st Closed 
Happy New Year!

The Library is more than just books- we have many family games and puzzles to lend. Stop in and take out a new game to try during your holiday gatherings.  All you need is a Library card! 
Do you need help getting Library books, audiobooks, movies, and music on your phone or E-reader?  Set up an appointment any Wednesday during regular Library hours 10am to 1pm and 2pm to 7pm to get the help you need.  There are more free materials for our patrons that have    E-readers, smart phones, laptops, and tablets using your Library card.  Call or stop into the        Library soon.

We have museum passes for you to borrow!  Rochester Museum and Science Center, Rochester Memorial Art Gallery, Aquarium of Niagara, and Corning Museum of Glass. We do not put holds on these passes but you are welcome to call ahead to see if they are available.  All you need is your Library card.  
Ancestry.com is available at your Library!  Stop in during regular Library hours and explore your history.  Just show your card at the desk to “check-out” a computer to search – there is ability to print from the computers or send information to your email to save your research. 

www.byron-bergenpubliclibrary.org 

Back then, we wished there was a “better way “ to make our shopping experience easier. Now with a click of a button, it’s at our door. However, I often find myself missing those days. There was just something about those old department stores. The smell of fresh popcorn, the fragrance counters, the sparkling jewelry, the Christmas displays, Santa’s Workshop, and that unforgettable sound of that  ceiling mounted mono speaker blaring the “department store instrumental Christmas  music “. It was an experience. It put the “Christmas” into Christmas.  

After what seemed like all day, we would walk across the ankle deep “slush” in the parking lot. We’d hope the lock of the car door wasn’t frozen on heavy steel doors that were “finger mashers”. By the time we arrived home, our car would just start to warm up inside. The drive home usually consisted of a small defrosted “porthole” in the windshield. I’m pretty sure those of us who were subjected to vinyl seats in the family car could survive the most extreme conditions in the wild. They  actually pulled the heat out of your body in winter, and cooked your skin like a hot skillet in summer. We refer to these times as “The Good ‘Ol Days “ when we tell these experiences to our younger generations, their faces perplexing with confusion and irony. Yes, they were indeed… the “Good ‘Ol Days “. 

This holiday season, take the time to embrace your own personal favorite memories. You’ll be amazed at what you’ll remember. Happy Holidays from all of us at the Bergen Town Historian’s Office. 

As always, the Historian’s office is located at 15 S. Lake Ave and if you have any questions or need assistance in research, call me at 494-0080 or find us on Facebook at Harford    Livery Museum and I will be happy to assist you

No matter what                               age, there was   something for everyone. By   December 24th, that 1.5” thick book looked like it had seen every major battlefield in history. The spine was      broken, pages torn out, footnotes or circles drawn on others, and most pages were        dog eared to      remind us of the 

were dog eared to remind us of the things we needed to buy. We didn’t have  Amazon to rely upon. We would spend hours reading all of the little product descriptions and   colors that were available. Sometimes, we’d have to actually call our local Sears store to ask if certain items were in stock. It wasn’t uncommon to drive many miles to a store just to get our hands on that one special gift. I often think about the irony of that yearly     ritual.      
