Approved – corrected minutes

January 27, 2026	         BERGEN TOWN BOARD	          REGULAR MEETING


The Bergen Town Board convened in a regular session at 7:38 pm following the Organizational Meeting at the Town Hall with Supervisor Haywood presiding.

PRESENT:					            	 ALSO PRESENT:
Supervisor Ernie Haywood           			 Teresa Robinson, Town Clerk
Councilperson Belinda Grant				 Joel Pocock, Highway Superintendent 
Councilperson Mark Swanson
Councilperson Cindy Anderson 
				
ABSENT:  Councilperson Ely

OTHER ATTENDENCE:  Norm Bullard and Roman  

PRAYER:  Almighty God, as we meet today to conduct matters of Town business, grant us the wisdom to remember as we work that we are servants of our constituency. Assist us to be sure our decisions should be in the best interests of the Town and its citizens, entirely unblemished by any thoughts of personal benefit. Amen.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:   Norm Bullard spoke about his neighbor Roman and his building located at 6558 N. Lake Rd.  He is supportive of his neighbor.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR:  


COMMUNICATIONS/INFORMATION included with this agenda:

[bookmark: _Hlk23585550]
BOARD MEMBERS’ ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA:   


REPORTS:

	SUPERVISOR: Will report at Feb. 17, 2026 meeting.
		

TOWN CLERK: Will report at Feb. 17, 2026 meeting.

                                  

BOARD MEMBERS:   Nothing to report



HIGHWAY:  Will report at Feb. 17, 2026 meeting

         
 COMMITTEES:

Local History & Museum:

 Policy & Personnel: 


OLD BUSINESS:  2026 Reassessments – currently at 8% below assessed value.


NEW BUSINESS:  
	Discussion/Updates:
		2026 Reassessments
		Senior Citizen exemptions – increase in exemption level from 50% to 65%


	Action Items:

		Motion to authorize the Supervisor to execute agreement with LaBella associates to 				prepare park grant application.  Councilperson Swanson made a motion to allow the 				Supervisor to execute an agreement with LaBella associates to prepare the park grant 				applications; seconded by Councilperson Anderson.                         


			AYES:  Haywood, Grant, Swanson, Anderson
			NAYS: 
			Approved by Vote (5-0)

		

		Resolutions:

			Authorizing Public Hearing on Local Law amending chapter 443 taxation of the Bergen 			Town Code.



RESOLUTION __8____	Authorizing Public Hearing on Local Law _1_ of 2026 Amending Chapter 443 Taxation of the Bergen Town Code

WHEREAS,	the Bergen Town Board is desirous of amending Chapter 443 Taxation of the Bergen Town Code for the purposed of increasing the Aged Exemption from a maximum of 50% of assessed valuation to a maximum of 65% of assessed valuation.

WHEREAS,	the Bergen Town Board is required to hold a Public Hearing on the proposed amendments prior to the passage of this Local Law.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

Sec. 1.	That the Bergen Town Board calls a Public Hearing to hear all persons for or against the Adoption of Local Law _1__ of 2026 amending Chapter 443 Taxation on Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 7:00 pm at the Bergen Town Hall, 10 Hunter Street, Bergen, New York.

Sec. 2. 	That the Bergen Town Clerk is directed to advertise this hearing in the official newspaper of the Town in accordance with Town Law §131.

Sec. 3.	That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Motion for adoption:  Councilperson Swanson
Second:  Councilperson Anderson

Discussion:

VOTE BY ROLL CALL AND RECORD:

Councilperson Anderson
Deputy Supervisor Grant
Councilperson Swanson
Supervisor Haywood

Submitted January 27, 2026






	MEETINGS AND OTHER UPCOMING DATES:

			Town Board Meeting 2/17/2026, 6:45pm audit of the bills, meeting at 7:00 pm

	ADJOURNMENT:  was at 5:58 pm on a motion made by Councilperson Grant;                   			 seconded by councilperson Anderson
				

[bookmark: _Hlk159426891]			AYES:  Haywood, Grant, Anderson
			NAYS: 
			Approved by Vote (4-0)



Respectfully submitted

Teresa Robinson

Teresa Robinson, Town Clerk

